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ily, too, an entire abandonment of the trade, as being 
too difficult and hazardous to be pursued. If such be 
the case, which, the Committee have reason to believe, 
it really is, it would seem to be impossible, that the 
) National Government, consistently with its original 
and constantly avowed policy regarding the foreign 
slave trade, consistently with its own dignity, anda 
just concern for the maintenance of a long series of 
laws of its own enactment, can now hesitate, as to the 
expediency of appropriating such slight means as 
ij have been adverted to, for the accomplishment of so 
great and glorious an object. 

But there are other circumstances intimately con- 
nected with this subject, which, inthe view of the 
Committee, are also worthy of special consideration. 
The prayer of the memorialhists is not confined, exclu- 
| sively, to the matter of the foreign slave trade. They 
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mentioned. 
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less than five handred comfortable dwelling-houses ; 
(that, within the compass of these setilements, there 
tre, at this time, established, eighteen Christian 

‘churches, about forty ministers of the gospel, eight 
hundred professors of religion ; and that the mnsutation 
hools fer the instruction of children and the im- 


ot scho 
, provement of adults, has always been with this people, 
7 ‘ 





fan obj culiar concern and attention. 
It being, however, understood by the Committee, 
lthat the character of the different American Coloniza- 


, their merits or demerits, 
hinutility of their operations, upon the coast of Africa, 
| constitute, in fact, no part of the specific subjects sub- 
| mitted to them, according to the tenor of the memo- 


| tion Societie the utility or 





rials, they coneeive it would be improper to pursue the | 


inquiry any further, in detail, as to the purposes in- 
| tended, or those that have been accomplished by means 
of those societies. By the terms of these memoricls, 
it would seem to be their only object to stimulate the 
General Government to an exertion of its powers, for 
jthe more effectual sappressivn of the foreign slave 
trade ; and for the protection of Amexican commerce 
upon the western coast of Africa ; and it isin reference 
merely, to this latter brane of the subject, that the 
Committee now deem it essential to speak at all wit 

regard to the present state of the settlements and im- 
provements upon that coast. In this view, however, 
of the case submitted, it may be proper to add that, 
accerding to the representations made to the Commit- 
tee, apparently upon good authority, it appears, that 
}the black popylation which has deen alluded to, are, 


torily, that the commerce alinded to, even now, whilst} 


| 3. Resolved, That the cause of humanity, the honor 
| of the nation, and a due regard for the majesty of laws 
lof its own enactment, imperiously demand the imme- 
|diate employment of a competent naval force, as the 
only means of giving to them their proper power and 
effect. 
/ 3. Resolved, That the commerce now subsisting be- 
) tween the ports of the United States, and the western 
{coast of Atrica, especially as this commerce might by 
the exercise of proper means, be extended and im- 
| proved, is an object well deserving the attention «nd 
| protection of the general government: and that the 
saine foree whieh may be employed for the more ef- 
| fectnal suppression of the slave trade, would, at the 
} same time, with but little additional expense, be the 
means of affording such protection. 
| 9. Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor, be 
| requested to transmit a copy of these Resolves to each 
| of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 
Bane cara SEs AS 
| 
;REPORT ON THE SUBJECT OF DOMESTIC 
| SLAVERY. 
| In Senate, Feb, 23, 1839. 
The Joint Special Committee* to whom were referred 
the petition of Jairus Lincoln and others, of the town 
| of Hingham, and many other petitions of the same 
| tenor, asking the Legislature to declare, that Con- 
} gress bas the constituuional power to abolish slavery 
{ and the slave-trade in the District of Columbia, and 
in the several Territories of the Union, and the 
slave-trade between the several states of the Union, 
and that Congress ought immediately to exercise 
/ that power; to whom were also committed the peti- 
tion of Zephaniah Willis and others, of the town of 
Kingston, and sundry other petitions on the subject 
| of the admission ot New States into the Union, and 
| to whom was committed an order of the honorable 
| House of Representatives, of the 12th January last, 
{ in relation to Atherton’s Resolutions, have consicer- 
| ed the several matters so submitted, and ask leave 
to 
REPORT: 
That itis with much gratiheation they have found 
|among themselves, an unanimity of opinion on a sub- 
| ject which has so long and so deeply excited the com. 
| munity at large, and at times threatened the repose of 
| the several states whose true strength will be found to 
} consist in their unity and harmony. 
| And they cannot forbear to congratulate themselves 
| and the publie, upon the continuance of that sound and 
| patriotic feeling which has so long distinguished this 
| happy Union—amidst all the conflicts which on the one 
'hand may be supposed to trench upon constitutional 
‘rights, and on the other, essentially to suppress the 
| impulses of humanity, or narrow the sphere of individ- 
ual and general justice. The Committee cannot tora 
mement shut their eyes to the direct and universal 
evils which accompany the institution of slavery, and 
they will not forbear earnestly to express a conviction 
which they deeply feel, that any hasty or inadequate 
jremedy will have a tendency to agsravate, rather 
than assuage the infiuence of the disease. They would 
;especially commend that cool, dispassionate, and 
thorough investigation which should always attend the 
/examination of a malady deeply seated, and which 
| must be healed by disclosing to the patient its fatal 
\tendencies, and inducing his voluntary application of 
lthe appropriate and efficient remedies. And they 
} would superadd their eaution to that of the wise and 
| pradent who have gone betore them, lest the rash and 
| precipitate operator shoul! in applying the remedy in- 
{flict a wound deeper and more lasting than the disease 
| itself. 
{ hat the institution of slavery existed in many of 
| the states of the Union before the yoke of general 
bondage was broken, none will deny ; that it survived 
}that great and glorious struggle for freedom, by which 
| our independence was won, 1s also true; that it will 
} not now avail us to deplore, that, like our own Massa- 
chusetts, the other members of the Confederacy did 
{not forever rid themselves from an evil so alarming in 
| its character and ruinous in its effects, is clear. 
That it was by a prudent and studied silence, im- 
| pliedly countenanced in that sacred instrument, the 
) Constitution of the United States, we are perhaps com. 
| pelled to coneede. The compromise and mutual con. 
cessions made in order to the adoption of that instra- 
! ment, by the states, will not,in the opinion of your 
| Committee, be disturbed by enforcing the views and 
; objects of the petitioners. The institution of slavery 
|is local, subject to extinction or modification by the 
‘local legislatures. For the District of Columbia, Con. 
| gress is the legislature. It controls and regulates by 
| necessity, the domestic relations of the several terrino- 
ries, over which it has jurisdiction. It cannot inter- 
fere, nor do the petitioners desire it te interfere, with 


adopted by Congress to accomplish thai object. By 


prising the District of Columbia, and entitled the Seat 
of Government, the jurisdiction of Virginia and Mary- 
land ceased, and became vested in the Congress of the 
United States, and the persons and property of indi. 
vidvals residing within its limits became subject to 
i the exclusive legistation of Congress :n full and abso- 

lute right. 
j tee cannot hesitate to express their opinion that Con- 
jgress have the power to abolish slavery aud the slave- 
ltrade in the territories of the United States. Aud they 
are as clearly of opinion that Congress have the power 
ito regulate or abolish the slave-trade between the sev- 
}eral states of the Union, which is the third proposition 
lof the petitioners; they also concur with the petition. 





fers in their opin‘on of the right and duty of Congress | 


{to prohibit the admission of any new state into the 
; Union, whose Constitution shall tolerate domestic sla- 
very, and they concur in the general feeling of appro- 
| bation expressed by the petitioners toward the Massa- 
'chusetts delegation in Congress, for their sincere and 
lable support of the sacred right of petition, the impor. 
iance of which the subject of slavery has so fully de 
| veloped. : 
} The petitioners ask of the Legislature an expression 
jof an opinion affirming that expressed by themselves 
{upon four distinct propositions relative to the subject 
lof slavery, and also for an application by the Legisla- 
}ture to the Congress of the United States to act upon 
jthe subjects which these propositions embrace. Were 
| these subjects of fresh impression, recently propounded 
land undiseussed, their intrinsic importance, the legis- 
'jative powers, and the important and intricate relations 
‘which they involve. would require of your Committee 
| laborious and careful researches and inquiries. Such, 
| however, is not the case; they have been most criti- 
leally examined, their relations are intimately known, 
ithe powers of the National Government over them are 
/ unquestioned, except by those whose interest has be- 
| wildered them in their researches after truth, or whose 
| prejudices have blinded their intellectual vision, to 
|repeat arguments, to express conclusions to which the 
\rules of logic strictly applied, have brought all honest, 
| disinterested inguirers ; and to enforce the practical 
j}adoption of those conclusions by any new efforts of the 
| Legislature, can hardly be expected. 
{ The Commitiee have also had under consideration, 


‘an order of the honorable House of Representatives of | 
the 12th January, 1539, directing them to report upon | 
\ 


|the expediency of adopting a Resolution of the Legis- 


iJature, expressing their disapprobation of the Resolu- | 


ltions offered by a member from New Hampshire, in 
{the House of Representatives of the United States, at 
jits present session, and they report that the said Reso- 
jlutions are, in the opinion of your Committee, an in- 


| fringement of the sacred right of petition, an infringe- | 


jment which ought not to be tolerated by a fiee 
| people, and to which, none but willing slaves will sub- 
jmit, an interference with the right of discussion, a 
right inestimable to freemen, and dreaded only by 
those whose principles or motives cannot withstand the 
searching tests of truth. 

The Committee, in conclusion, would remind the 
Legislature that as the several topics subinitted to 
|their investigation, have been heretofore repeatedly 
i presented, and fully discussed and acted upon by the 
| Legislature of this Commonwealth, and as our Sen- 
ators have been instracted, and our present Represen- 
tatives in the Congress of the United States have been 
advised in relation to the subjects contained in the 
several petitions referred to your Committee, they are 
(of the opinion that no further or more specific action 
jis necessary or expedient thereon, and respectfully ask 
to be discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
All which is submitted. 








For the Committee, 
LESTER FILLEY, Chairman. 


REPORT RESPECTING DISTINCTIONS OF 
COLOR. 

Hovse or Rerresentatives, Fe 
he Committee on the Judiciary,to whom were re- 
ferred ‘he petitions of Aroline Augusta Chase and 
785 ladies of Lynn; of Polly W. Howland, and 169 
woinen of Brookfield ; of S. P. Sanford and 210 fe- 
males of Dorchester; and of Phebe Cotton and 100 
ladies of Plymouth ; in relation to distinctions of col- 
or—having considered the memori with the re- 
spectfal attention due to any and ail requests eman- 


_ 25, 1839. 


T 
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eration required by the importance of the subject, 
submit the following 
REPORT: 


Fourteen hundred females have exercised the right, 





ina high degree, moral, temperate, industrious, and | the local enactments of the several members of the /no Jess clearly defined than sacredly guarded by the 


for the most part, actively engaged in 
(tural pursuits, which, by reason of the extraordinary 
fertility of the soil, are greatly productive and pros- 
peroas. It was shown, also, that the internal com- 
merce between different points upon that coast, was 


| general guardian of the Union, to confine the effects of 
| Jocal Jegislation within the territorial jurisdiction of 

the enacting power; to see that no laws be enforced 
| by one member, incompatible with the rights of the 


by no means inconsiderable, and that, by the applica-} others, 


tion of suitable means of protection, might be greatly 
, facilitated and extended. 
tion of the nature of this trade, it was stated, that a 


| The freedom of communication established by the 


As an exauple, in ilustra-) Constitution and laws, through the medium of the 


| post office, is an unquestionable right accorded to all 


considerable number of merchant vessels of various | the citizens of the Union, ever which no local legisla- 
sizes, built at the port of Monrovia, and placed under | ture should be permitted to exercise the slightest con- 


the charge and command of biack agents and naviga-} trol, 
tors, were constantly employed in traversing the coast, 


It is a matter within the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the national legislature. An interference by state 


for the purpose of conveying from one port to another, | authorities with any of the regulations adopted by 


various commodities of American and European pro- | Congress in regard to it, is unjustifiable ; 


not only so, 


Guction, in exchange for the gold dust, ivory, gums, | put a direct violation of laws paramount to those of 
Irnes is y _ :" a -< , P o r - ° » 

drngs, palm-oil, spices, and a great variety of other | the states. Your Committee are therefore of opinion, 
valuable productions brought from the interior of that} that although Congress has no legislative control di- 


fertile region. 


As to the nature and extent of the! rectiy over the institution of slavery in the several 


trade with that coast by vessels of the United States, | states, it has the power of keeping open the pathway 
|of Great Britain, and other foreign powers, a series of | of moral light and knowledge. through which this in- 


statistical estimates, were also laid before the Commit 


“i stuution can be reached by argument and the influ- 


tee, which it would require too much time and space | ences of moral suasion, quite as efficient in the accom- 


here to particularize. The Committee will, however 


; 


'| plishment of the hamane objects of the petitioners, as 


refer to one fact among others, as having a direct bear- | legislative rules and sanctions can possibly be made. 
ing upon the precise matter submitted to them, and ‘ 


| No citizen of Massachusetts, it is apprehended, will 


| tending to show the extent of the American commerce | maintain the power of his own particular confederacy 
, with the western coast of Africa, namely, that in the | to interfere with the other states. in a matter which 


| year, was about $200,000. 


| trade had, in a considerable degree declined ; that th 
appalling event, which, about this time, ensued, of th 


}capture and destruction of the colonial schooner, 
| Mesurado, and the murder of her crew, by savers on 


| the coast, and the circumstance moreover, that no su 
ficient effort was made, from any quarter, to brin 


; these marauders, assassins, to punishment, had, very 


naturally, given an alarm, as well to our own me 
| chants, as to the colonists, theretofore engaged in 


‘ legitimate trade on the coast, and been the means of 


the single port of Philadelphia, to Liberia, and that the 
‘export of African productions, such as have been allad- 
led to, from the single port of Monrovia, during that 


It was stated, however, that subseqnently, this 


| year 1531, eleven sail of vessels were despatched from | belongs to their municipal or political regulation. 


The Committee would not be understood to include, in 
the above general remark, any expression of opinion 
against the exercise by Congress, of its plenary powers 
of legislation and jurisdicnon over the several portions 
of our territory, which are now embraced within the 
e | District of Columbia and the several territorial govern- 
e| ments already created by law. So far as the institu- 
tion of slavery is confined to the legislation of the sev- 
eral states within whose limits it is tolerated by their 
f-| Constitution or laws, the Committee do not understand 


g 





* Consisting of Messrs. Filley and Perkins, of the 

r-| Senate, and Messrs. Rising, of Worthington, Russell, 

a = West Cambridge, and Davis, of Templeton, of the 
ouse. 





various agricul-| confederacy. Yet it is the duty of Congress, as the |Constitution, ‘to request of the legislative body by the 


| way of addresses, petitions, and remonstrances, redress 
| of the wrongs done them, and of the evils they suffer’ 

No light cause should draw the matrons and maidens 
jof Massachusetts from the retirement of the homes they 
[bless with their virtues and adorn by their graces. 
| Their appropriate sphere has heretofore been in the do- 
| mestic circle, where there is still space ample enough 
| for the exercise of the gentle charities which make life 
|harpy. The necessity fur the interposition of their 
| powerful influence to resist oppression, or to avert some 
| pressing social or mora) evil, while it must demand 


| would fully justify, their appearance in the halls of | 


|jegislation. In such exigency, as they would be com- 


| pelled by duty toencounter the unenviable notoriety of | The policy of those penalties, preventive et sin and 
jerime, imposed by the necessities of a moral commu-} 


| public exhibition, they might well brave the mi-con- 
struction of motives and the ungenerous reproach to 
|which they would be subjected. 


j spect for their sex should ensure for them the common 
courtesy of a patient hearing. Whether the requests 
of the ladies of Lynn, Brookfield, Dorchester, and Ply- 


| mouth, are perfectly consistent with feminine delica- ; S108 ie 1 4 
Undoubtedly, the fath- | choice for individuals, its exercise is for the promotion 


ley, it is not requisite to decide. 


aginary. 


unpleasant task of demanding reformation in particu 


not the highest of the virtues. 





morials. 


to exercise, and that immediate measures ought to be | 


As to the second proposition, the Commit. | 


ating from such sources, and with the mature delib- | 


ers, brothers, and lovers of the fair memorialists, have | of the general happiness and welfare. 
reflected on the subject, and advised their daughters, | on the matrimonial alliance of those closely connected 
sisters, and those more dear than either, that it was| by the ties of kindred 
proper for them to solicit redress of wrongs, real or im- 
It is to be lamented that the light of chival- 
ry has grown so dim over the ancient Commonwealth, 
that not one of its brave men has leat his name, io aid 
the prayers of a thousand fair women: and itis to be 
regretted, that among the friends of those women, there | 
were none to whom they could have confided the vin- 
dication of matrimonial privileges, and entrusted the 


lars which cannot be investigated without raising a 
blush on the cheeks of that sex in whom modesty is 


It is wp cr of the Committee to decide on 
questions of law and not of propriety. They have di- 
rected their inquiries towards the expediency of the 
changes of the statates which are indicated by the me- 


j seeking the highest honors and holding the most ele- | 


vated offices of church or state. No written rule ex- 
cludes him from filling the seat of the chief magistrate. 


swing the bench of the judiciary. or holding any | 
jpying the bench cf the judiciary, or holding any post | 
of civic or municipal distinction. His property is sa-| 
jered; his hense is walled about with the legal! Hsendl 





parts of the castied home ; his offspring eajoy the com- 
;mon benefits of education with the children of other | 
jraces. If he be deprived of any of the privileges of | 
freedom, of any excitements of ambition, of any of | 
the enjoyments of social happiness, itis by a power | 
bevond that of the laws 
Knowing this equality of the inhabitants of the State, | 
| 

j 


} 


jit Was not unreasonable, although it might be ungal-| 
lant, to suppose, that the fair memorialists might not 
have understood precisely what they wanted ; or to be- | 
| lieve that they acted under misapprehension ; or were 
influenced by misrepresentations. There are, unfor-| 
tunately, territories of the Union, where heavy disqual- | 
|ificaiions oppress ore portion of the population. It | 
|} was suspected, that petitions prepared for the meridian 
,of slavery or disfranchisement, printed and imported | 
| into the free latitude of the North, might have been ig- | 
| norantly subseribed, without fully comprehending their | 
} terms and effect. | 
The complunent to the modesty, at the expense of | 
‘the legal skill of the females, was declined. The lJearn- | 
{ed counsel of the Jadies of Lynn, denied that they de- 
| 
| 


sired to change, in practice, the rights of marriage. 
| They were described and believed to be as amiable, 
} intelligent, and virtuous, as they undoubtedly are bean- | 
jtiful: persons who, ifevery restraint were removed, | 

would refuse to form impure alliances or countenance | 
| licentious connexions. Many of them, it was asserted, 

| might not have known the particular and prominent | 
j subject to which their words necessarily applied, but 
} felt conscientiously bound to protest against any dis- | 
tinction, if any should be discovered, which was found: | 
}ed on false principles. They intended to ask, not that | 
i red, black, and white might be mingled together, but | 
) that no citizen should be degraded, branded with infe- } 
| riority. or prevented from associating with every othe: 
as equal. 

For others, it was passionately denied, that those | 
}who came to instruct the Legislature in its duties, | 
were ignorant of their own. It was represented, on | 
the presentation of their petition, in substance, but not | 
in terms, that they were accomplished politicians in | 
| petticoats, deeply skilled in jurisprudence, and desi-| 
rous of vindicating alike the rights of men ond women. | 
Infinitely more was claimed for them, than they could | 
possibly have desired to assert for themselves. \ 

Ali demanded that their requests should be consid- | 
ered with deliberation, and declared that they were | 
worthy of the gravest attention of the representatives 
of the people, as involving foundation principles of 
| government. 

The ladies of Lynn contended, that the restriction 
on the marriage of white, black, and red, was against 
ithe Constitution of Massachusetts, and wholly void 
| They must be aware, that the argument on the consti- 
!tutionality of an existing law, belongs to the judicial 
{and not to the legislative depariment. Either of them 
| whose taste may lead to the alliance with one of a dif- 
} ferent color, by forming such connexion, may present 
{ the question to the courts established as interpreters ot 
jthe Constitution and laws. Their own preference to 
| resort to the Legislature as the fountain of right. can- 
{not confer the jurisdicuon bestowed on another tri- 

banal. 

To show the expediency of repealing the portion of 
ithe law of which they complain, they declare that it is 
unequal, branding one class with infamous disqualif- 
cation. The Committee have been unable to perceive 
the soundness of the objection, even with the light 
| thrown over it by the eloquence of the advocate. The 
{law declares, that the white shall not intermarry with 

the colored ; that the colored shail not be joined to the 


{ 
{ 


white. It extends to all citizens, without discrimina- 
jtion. Neither by expression nor implication, does it 


| make the slightest superiority in one race or inferiority 
jin another If it had forbidden one to enter into con- 
| bexions which were left free to another, there would 
jhave been reason to charge unjust preference and 
| wrongful partiality. While the Jaw applies to all 
colors, to all races, spreading its protection for morality 
jand purity over every member of the community, It 
should not be denounced as anequal. 

Some arguments urged by those who presented the 
| petitions or sustained the demands of the ladies, are | 
jot a character quite too delicate to be extensively ex- | 

amined. The law, in its effects, was said by one to 
j consign the females of the colored race fo prostitution, | 
| and the males to vice. Jt would be slanderous to sap | 
| pose that virtue is limited by shades of color, The In- | 
| dian, or negro, surely, may as honorably and worthily 
| sustain the relations of domestic life with the partner 
| of his own complexion. as if his selection were enlarg- 
ied by choice through the whole circle of the rosy daugh- 
iters of Europe. If it be true that he sinks into profli- 
gacy, the fault must be with the defect or neglect of 
‘the means of moral and religious instruction, which 
(the kind sympathy of the memorialists might be use- 

i fully employed in supplying or remedying. Another 
‘argument of equally equivocal propriety tor the advo- 
‘cates of females, was publicly advanced. It claimed 

that the law should be repealed, because the children 
{ef white and black parents, whose union ts perempto- 
i rity forbidden, were subjected to the disqualifications 
of illegitimate birth. The same unhappy consequen.- 
jees are visited on the offspring of those tncestuous 








| marriages forbidden by divine and human laws alike. 


nity, if it can be diseussed at the tea tables of the pe- | 


Even if they come | titioners, cannot be conveniently explained in any other | 
uncalled, before the representatives of tbe people, re- | place, except the jectnre room of the physiologist. 


The power of the Legislature to regulate marriages, 
has been held unquestioned throngh more than half a 
}century, and has been confirmed by a long series of ju- 
diciai decisions. If it impairs the licentiousness of 


' The restriction 






‘rived from a source higher 
than human authority, is liable to every exception 
urged by the memorials against the restraint to which 
they object. Resorting to a thread-bare and thousand 
times repeated question, they have asked whether the 
Legislature could prohibit marriages because the par- 
ties had red, black, or light hair? It may be replied, 
that the power, which they acknowledge to exist, of 
prescribing the form of the celebration of the contract 
- | of marriage, determining the ages of those who may 
enter freely into the holy state of matrimony, or ascer- 
taining the degrees of affinity, depending on the blood, 








which forbid its banns, may prescribe other conditions. 
Whenever the common good shall require further pro- 
visions. for the promotion of that happiness which has 
its best security in public virtue, they may doubtless 
be applied to cther circumstances than those of years, 








complexion, degrees of blood, or shades of color. 


the Legis!ature, refuse to aid their requests. Tutelli- 
gent persons of color, while they have been restrained 

by shame, and bya sense of gratitude for good inten- 

tions, bowever misdirected, from presenting remon-’ 
strances on the subject, freely declare that they would 

reject the alliance with those of the white race with ab- 
horvence. There would seem to be no pressing neces- 

sity for the immediate repeal of a law expressing so 

perfectly the prohibition which each declares should 

be rigidly enforced. 

If no regulation of the intermarriage of those of dif- 
ferent colors had been placed on the statute bool, it 
might be doubtful at least, whether its pages should be 
encumbered with any provision on the subject.— 
Whether the blue-eyed daughters of the Anglo-Saxon 
lineage shall mate with the dark African,or the red 
Indian, is perhaps as much matter of taste as of legis- 
lation. Except from the evidence furnished by the 
petitions, it might be supposed, that the whole could 
safely be left to the moral sense of the community. 
With that testimony, it may be desirable to retain sull 
longer provisions restraining unhappy connexions. 

Another supposed distinction of color made by the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, was pointed out as ex- 

isting in the militia law. On this point the Committee 
were favored with a written argument, equally elabo- 
rate and ingenious, on the effect of the laws of the State 
and nation and the copstruction of the Constitution of 
the Commonwealth and of the Union. 

The fifth section of the twelfth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes, embodied in the new military code, provides, 
that every able-bodied white male citizen, unless ex- 
emptied by age or other specified exception shall be en- 
roiled in the militia and be subject to its duties. This 
is but the recital, in terms, of the act of Congress, the 
supreme law of the land, which, by silent exemption, 
releases the colored citizen from the burden of service 
in the’lines of martial service. 

If every word was stricken from the statute of Mas- 
sochusetts, which relates to enrolment, the obligations 
of her citizens to do military duty would remain un- 
impaired, for they depend upon the authority delegated 
to and exercised by the Legislature of the Union. 

Ifthe Legislature of the Commonwealth. should at- 
tempt to hold the colored citizens to service in the mili- 
tia, they would still be exempted from duty by the act 

of Congress, Although their nanres might be inscribed 
on the rolls of the companies, their appearance to bear 
arms must be voluntary ; they could not be subjected 
to discipline when embodied, aud the requisition would 
be nugatory and idle. Obedience to orders would de- 
pend upon their own pleasure, and the absurd condi- 
tion would exist of a militaty force subject to no law- 
ful command, and able to disperse at their own will. 

The Ladies of Lynn, who seem at first to have en- 
tirely overlooked or forgotten the origin of the ex- 
emption of which they complain, attempt boldly to cut 
the knot which cannot be untied. They declare that 
the act of Congress, as to this particular, is unconsti- 
tutional and void. 

It is greatly to be regretted that the opinions of 
the stateswomen of Lynn should be in direct opposi- 
tion to those of the statesmen, soldiers, and jurists, 
who have recently made a careful revision of all the 
laws, both state and federal, relating to the militia, 
and to those of all the justices of the supreme judicial 
court, 

The Jadies deny, that Congress can @iseharge the 
colored citizens from military service, and ask, would 
it be constitutional ‘to omit the enrolment of any class 
on account of occupation as merchants, or mechanics, 
or on account of their size, or the sluggishness of their 
disposition,’ or by reason of the dark shade of their 
hair, or the hue of their eyes ? 

‘It was most manifest,’ say the Commissioners, 
‘that Congress, as incident to the power of organiza- 
tion, might nelude a greater or less class of citizens 
from time to time and at different times in the law 
of enrolment, and that it might also exempt from daty, 
by classes, or deseriptions of ofhces, by enumerations 
of persons, or by reference to oecupations, such as 
might fall within a general rule of comprehension.’ 

The court have considered ‘whether there would 
be any difference in principle, between an act of leg- 
islation designating persons to be exempt by their ages, 
and that of designating them by other descriptions. 
The existing laws,’ say they, ‘exempt large classes of 
cilizens, designating thein by their offices, their occupa- 
tions and their religious professions, and as a ques. 
tion of power we cannot perceive any difference be- 
tween this and designating them by their age.’ 

It must be entirely unnecessary to examine the 
structure of an arguinent, however beautifully built, 
when the foundation upon which it rests, is so defec- 
tive that it cannot stand. 

The Committee are of opinion, that the power of 
enrolling the citizens in the militia belongs to the U. 
States, and not vo the state sovereignty ; and. that the 
enlargement of the numbers and classes included by 
Congress rests alone with that body. The memoria!- 
ists must resort to that body fur the remedy by law of 
ihe grievances they imagine, or to the judiciary, for a 
revision of their decision. 

One remark, the Committee feel bound to make in 
vindication of the law, which the memorialists mis- 
represent as consigning the colored citizen to infamy, 
by the silent omission of his name, and associating 
him only in exemption with those discharged from 
the line by reason of crime or idiocy. The same law 
which exempts the negro and Indian, excepts the Vice 
President, and the judicial and executive officers of 
the United States, the Lieutenant Governor, various 
high officers of the exeentive and judiciary of the 
State, clergymen, professors of colleges, the society of 
the Friends, and other classes of the most honored of 
the land. The ladies must be wonderfully fastidious 
in their taste to complain of beimg placed in such 
company. . 

Among the documents referred to the Committee, 
was a paper purporting to be a memorial of Phillis 
Hathaway, and other ‘ ladies of color,’ against the 
petition of Miss Aroline Aagasta Chase. On inspec- 
tion, itis evident, that the names subscribed are false 
and fictitious signatures: on perusal, that with neither 
wit nor wisdom, it was designed as a scurrile jest, in- 
sulting to the House and the people whom it repze- 
septs. 

Of the proficiency and accomplishments in pen- 
manship of those who describe themselves as women 
of Brookfield, there was no opportunity to judge ; nor 
of the authenticity of their signatures; for the names 
borne on the list of sabscribers were all written by 
the same hand, if not by the same pen. 

The petition of Samuel Cartis and: 192 others, pray- 
ing that a special act may authorize those of the me- 
morialists who are of lawful age to marry with Indian, 
negro, or hottentot, can only be considered such ex- 
pression of ridicule of the object of the petitions, as 
might suit the license of the last hours of revelry, but 
as unfit for sober citizens to address to their Legisla- 
ture. = 

On the memorials of the females, arenames of chil- 
dren of tender age, who, as they cannot be supposed 
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perverted to frivolous and unworthy purposes, *the 
value of the high privilege is debased, and the instru- 
ment, powerful, when rightly used, for the correction 
of errors, is debased to worthlessness, It is abused 
most dishonestly, when the names of children are ob- 
tained and made to pass for those of persons whose 
jadgment should have influence ; and wantonly pros- 
tituted, when made the medium of ribald jest, licen- 
tious principle, or of frivolous trifling. It is scarcely 
Yess profaned when inconsiderately used by those who 
= not know even the subject for which it is employ. 
e 

The substance of the petitions and memorials pre- 
sented, is inscribed upon the records,—if they become 
the foundation of any change of the laws, they are 
—— among the archives of the Commonwealth. 
Te who shall explore the vast masses of documents 
daily piled-on the tables of the legislative departments, 
unt! thei accumulating masses threaten to rise even 
above the flags floating over the capitol, while he 
may wonder that it suould ever have been necessary 
to enact decency by statute, will be surprised to dis- 
cover that the mothers, and daughters, and sisters, 
of a virtuous people should have demanded the re- 
peal of that statute of decency. Lest future histori- 
ans should form an erroneous estimate of the manners 
and morals of the age, it is desirabie to afford those 
persons styling themselves ladies, an opportunuy to 
reconsider their opinions on matrimonial and constita- 
onal rights, and to remove their names from the 
rolls on v hich they are written. 

As the Committee believe that it is inexpedient to 
Jegisiate on the subject referred to them, they re- 
commend that the Jadies of Lynn, Dorehester, Brook- 
field, and Plymouth, have leave to withdraw their 
several petitions, and that any member who has pre. 
sented a false and fictitious memorial on the subject 
of cotr, nay be permitted to take the same from 
the files of this House. 

By order of the Committee, 


WILLIAM LINCOLN, 


LIST OF PETITIONS 


Presented to the Legislature af Massachusclts at its pres 
cnt session. 


For the abolition of Slavery and the Slave trade in 
the District of Columbia and the Territories. 


James Capen and 44 others of Foxborough. 
tichard Hood and 11 others of Danvers. 
Eben Hunt and 12 others of Danvers. 
Esther S. Buxton and 334 others of Danvers. 
. Austis K. Miles and 192 other females of Shrews- 
ury 
Jonas M. Miles and 121 others of Shrewsbury. 
Elias Richards and 90 others of Weymouth. 
Jasper Bement and 49 others of Ashfield. 
Geo. T. Davis and 61 others of Greenfield. 
Josiah P. Noyes and 122 others of Newbury and 
Newburyport. 
John Upton and 35 others of Lynnfield. 
Daniel Chute and 133 others of Reading. 
S. P. Sanford and 200 females of Dorchester. 
Samuel Chase and 192 others of Fall River. 
John Pierce and 62 others of Brookline. 
Emily P. Merrifield and 310 others of West Boylston. 
J. W. Sessions and 99 others of Needham. 
H. Bardwell and 23 others of 
Martha Barker and 157 other women of Gardner. 
Ames Clark and 45 others of Sherburne. 
Margaret Fiske and 287 other women of Wrentham. 
Abner Belcher and 238 other citizens of Wrentham. 
Robert Bartlett and 31 others of Cambridge. 
Seth Sprague and 92 others of Duxbury. 
Polly Atkins and 81 others of Provineetown. 
John Adams and 37 others of Provincetown. 
Stillman Pratt and 50 others of Orleans. 
H. B, Collen and 62 others of Northfield. 
Elizabeth Emery and 180 others of Andover. 
Susan Allen and 91 others of Fairhaven. 
Jos. B. Boyden and 52 others of Westhampton. 
Daniel Gregg and 37 others of Roxbury. 
Mary Patrick and 108 others of Greenwich. 
Deborah P. Palmer and 56 others of Georgetown. 
Jane Thompson and 87 others of 
Almira B. Andrews and 45 others of N. Sunderland. 
Charlotte Metcalf and 225 others of Royalston. 
Abigail M. Emmens and 302 females of Franklin. 
Rachel S. Bliss and 50 others of Rehoboth. 
Mary Fisk and 119 others of Ashfield. 
Experience Billings and 112 other females of S. 
Wilbraham. 
Joseph Young and 27 others of Salisbury. 
Eliza, Worther and 32 other females of Salisbury. 
Josiah L. Atkinson and 42 others of Newbury. 
Joshua W. Simmons and 99 others of Marshfield. 
Patty Blake and 168 others of Westford. 
Louisa S. Wetherbee and 63 others of Bexboro. 
Sarah N. Moore and 2U3 others of Waltham. 
Jos. W. Cross and 45 others of Boxboro. 
Gardner B. Perry and 85 otlers of Bradford. 
Jesse Putnam and 27 others of Danvers. 
Levi Brigham and 25-others of Dunstable. 
Sarah C. Rugg and 85 others of Groton. 
Seth Drew and 70 others of Kingston 
Elizabeth Hayward and 165 others of Braintree. 
Priscilla Weston and 137 others of Weymouth. 
Polly W. Howland and 161 others of Brook field. 
Drucilla G. Burnap and 711 others of Lowell. 
Sam’l D. Torrey and 182 others of Milbury. 
Gamahel W. Oliver.and 620 others of Lynn. 
Malincia B. Storrs and 252 others of Holliston. 
Ichabod Tucker and 191 others of Salem. 
Rufus Tapley and 29 others of Danvers. 
Israel G. Rose and 61 others of Chestertield. 
Fidelia Phelps and 78 others of Chesterfield. 
Hannah Turner and 253 others of Scituate. 
Samuel J. May and 85 others of Scituate. 
Joshua Jewett and 28 others of Rowley. 
Sareh Maskell and 67 others of Gloucester. 
Lucy C. Allen and 170 others of Northborough. 
Coatent Skerry and 128 females of N. Brookfield. 
Catharine Lovell and 136 others of Medway. 
Anna Stoughton and .53 others of Gill. P 
Samuel Kirkland and 61 others of Norwich. 
Joseph Allen and 92 others of Northborough 
Thomas Dodge and 31 others of Truro. 
Erastus Andrews and 34 others of Sunderland. 
Pliny Moody and 45 others of S. Hadley. 
Abel Bliss and 80 others of North Wilbraham. 
Tammy E. Dickenson and 132 others of Amherst. 
L. S. Viegin and 107 other females of N. Wilbraham. 
Mary S. Durfee and 1362 other females of Fall River. 
John E. Bartlett and 18 others of West Newbury. 
Caroline D. Richards and 83 others of S. Deerfield. 
Wm. Richards and 41 others of South Deerfield 
E. Hitcheock and 109 others of Amherst. 
John Sanford and 97 others of Amherst. 
Lucy R. Lovell and 79 others of Amherst. 
David Stiles and 32 others of Middleton. 
Nancy Sulés and 34 others of Middleton. 
Samuel Williston and 49 others of Easthampton. 
Mary Lamson and 46 others of Berlin. 
Zoa Dunton and 128 other females of Milbury. 
Benj. Wood and 66 others of Upton. ‘ 
Ruth Bowker and 71 others of 
Ziba Torrey and 280 others of Abington. 
Ephraim Willey and 29 others of Stoneham. 
Sarah Thompson and 90 others of Newton. 
Sherman W. Houghton and 35 others of Bolton 
Lucinda Miller and “9 others of Ludlow. 
Charles Virgin and 72 others of Ludlow. 
Mary W. Caldwell and 183 others of Haverhill. 
Henry Plammer and 203 others of Haverhill 
Mrs. Jane H. Hewes and 225 others of Haverhill 
Wa. J. Lawreace and 105 others of Ashburnham 
Priscilla S. Kimball and 178 others of W. Bradford 
Sumner G. Clapp and 231 others of Springfield. 
Mary Swan and 90 others of Northfidd. 
Clarrissa Packard and 152 others of Spencer 
Benjamin Jackman and 29 others of Byfield s 
John Storrs and 93 others of Holliston. ; 
Joba Perkins and 100 others of Essex. 
Jacob Loud and 92 others of Weymouth 
Susan Barnham and 54 others of Essex, 
Titus Foster and 139 others of Brimfield. 
Lucy Durtee and 112 others of Brimfield 
Joel Steele and 23 others of Chatham. 
Eliza T. Loud and 104 others of Weymouth 
Nancy D. Wheaton and 125 others cf Dedham 
Edward Lasell and 104 others of Williamstown 
Eunice Marsh and 200 others of Worcester ; 
Wm. B. Fox and 102 others of Worcester. : 
David Jey and 27 others of Nantucket. 
Olive S. Startevant and 61 females of Plympton 
— P. Putnam and 135 others of Danvers. 
; ary D. White and 4 others of N. Bridgewater, 
eremiah Beals and 67 others of N. Bridzewater. 











Israel Packard and 23 ; 

Ny! Parker and 172 yr mg $y sila caiia ee 
oses Sawin and 47 ut} 

Almira Griggs and 78 others of Wer sage 

Wam.G. Davidson and 68 orhers of West Mac, 

Mary Niles aud 363 others of Abington L!b8'Y- 

Preserved Srmth and 23 others of arwiek 

HoratioG. Wood and 20 others of Middleboro 

Ava Codding and 78 others of Winchendon. 

Mrs John Carleton and 27 others of Haverhill. 


The whole number of petitions presented to the leg- 


islature during thew present session, upon the subject 
of slavery ir the Disiriet of Columbia and the territo- 
ries, is 141. Of this number, 76 were from males, con- 
taining 7547 names ;—65 were from females, contain- 
ng 10,518 names. 


Total, 18065. 








Against the admission of Florida and Texas, and for 
prohibiting by law the slave traffic between the 
States ;—and against the admission into the Union o 
any new State whose constitution tolerates Slavery. 


Achsah Clark and 73 others of ——~. 
Horatio G. Wood and 20 others of Middleboro’. 
Ava Codding and 78 others of Winchendon. 
Esther S. Buxton and 334 others of Danvers. 
Jonas M. Miles and 121 others of Shrewsbury. 
Elias Richards and 90 others of Weymouth. 
Jasper Bement and 45 others of Ashfield. 
Hooker Leavitt and 62 others of Greenfield. 
Josiah P. Noyes and 109 others of New bury aud New- 
bury port. 
John Upton and 35 others of Lynnfield. 
Daniel Chute and 135 others of Reading. 
S. P. Sanford and 208 females of Dorchester. 
Samuel Hall and 45 others of Hawley. 
Abraham Bowen and 200 others of Fall River. 
Elizabeth A. Moulton and 99 others of Marlbo- 
rough. 
John Pierce and 62 others of Brookline. 
E. M. Burleigh and 49 others of Oxford. 
Mrs. J. W. Sessions and 128 females of Neecham. 
J. W. Sessions and 49 others of Needham. 
E. M. Hosmer and 198 others-of W. Boylston. 
Preserved Smith and 25 others of Warwick. 
Amos Clark and 47 others of Sherburne. 
Deborah McLean and 14 females of Plympton. 
Betsey Parker and 14 other females of Plympton. 
Robert Bartlett and 31 cthers of Cambridge. 
Hannah M. Wood and 156. other females of Upton. 
Jacob Caldwell aud 69 others of Haverhill. 
John Adams and 38 others of Provincetown. 
Stillman Pratt and 52 others of Orleans. 
Seth Sprague and 92 others of Duxbury. 
H. B. Collen and 69 others of Northfield. 
Susan Allen and 93 others of Fairhaven. 
Joseph B. Boyden and 58 others of Westhampton. 
Jairus Lincoln and 47 others of Hingham. 
Zephaniah Willis and 76 others of Kingston. 
| Edmund Hitchcock and 112 others of Amherst, 
| (collegians.) 
Paulina R. Bent and 79 others of Amherst. 
{ 





Josiah Bent and 169 others of Amherst. 

Sally E. Gaylord and 123 others of Amherst. 
Samuel Ware and 43 others of South Deerfield. 
Joseph N. Jackman and 32 others of Newbury. 


David White and 113 others of Heath. 

Elizabeth Osgood and 316 others of Salisbury. 
Joshua W. Simmons and 98 others of Marshfield. 
Nathaniel Emmons and 167 others of Franklin. 
Henry Goddard and 133 others of Royalston. 
Elizabeth Lewis and 166 others of Marshfield. 
Timothy Foster and 276 others of Andover. 
Kingsley Underwood and 95 others of Enfield. 
Joseph W. Cross and 46 others of Boxboro’. 
Mary P. Putnam and 135 others of Danvers. 


Jeremiah Beals and 67 others of N. Bridgewater. 
John Crafts and 48 others of N. Bridgewater. 
Lucy Winslow and 69 others of Enfield. 

Eunice Clapp and 96 others of Westhampton. 
Daniel Gregg and 40 others of Roxbury. 

Jsrac] Packard and 23 others of N. Bridgewater. 
Levi Brigham and 25 others of Dunstable. 

John Ames and 64 others of Groton. 

Julia Paris and 93 others of Kingston. 

Seth Field and 85 others of Brookfield. 

Samuel D, Torrey and 182 others of Milbury. 
Gamaliel W. Oliver and 639 others of Lynn. 
Israel G. Rose and 61 others of Chesterfield 
Phidelia Phelps and 78 others of Chesterfield. 
Samuel J. May and 85 others of Scituate. 
Hannah Freeman and 253 others of Scituate. 
Eliza Boyce and 621 women of Lynn. 

Alice Conner and 992 others of Lynn. 

Thomas Haskell and 37 others of Gloucester. 
Simeon Drake and 165 others of Sturbridge. 
Lorenzo Crowell and 35 others of Ware. 

Jacob Loud and 98 others of Weymouth, 

Joseph O. Skinner and 8 others of Holliston. 
Lemuel Gott and 204 others of Gloucester. 
Joshua Jewett and 27 others of Rowley. 

Harriet S. Sanford and 125 others of Boylston. 
Thomas Dodge aud 40 others of Truro. 

Joseph Allen and 93 others of Northborough. 
Samuel Elder and ‘61 others of Norwich. 

Erastus Andrews and 33 others of Sunderland. 
Pliny Moody and 42 others of South Hadley. 
Abel Bliss and 83 ethers of North Wilbraham. 
L.S. Virgin and 113 other females of N. Wilbraham. 
Mary O. C. Brown and 60 others of West Newbury 
Isaac Woodbury and 53 others of Leverett. 
Eunice Woodbury and 70 others of Leverett. 
Joel Kenney and 44 others of Wenham. 

Lucy J. B. Kenney and 38 others of Wenham. 
David Stiles and 32 others of Middleton. 

Elibu P. Morton and 61 others of Edgartown. 
Samuel Williston and 53 others of Easthampton. 
David R. Lamson and 53 others of Berlin. 
Edward Kimball and 66 others of Bradford. 
Ebenezer Porter and 272 others of Abington. 
Cynthia R. Daggett and 128 others of Pawtucket. 
Edward B. Bigelow and 104 others of Grafton. 
Richard Clapp and 99 others of Dorchester. 
Epbraim Willey and 30 others of Stoneham. 
Nancy Ripley and 136 others of Plymcuth. 
Wendell Phillips and 144 others of Boston. 
Washington B. Alden, and 61 others of 
Otis Thompson and 9% others of Georgetown. 
Sherman W. Houghton and 37 cthers of Bolton. 
Lucinda Miller and’93 others of Ludlow. 

Mrs. John Carlton and 27 others of Haverhill. 
Henry Plummer and 205 others of Haverhill. 
Cyrus Pierce and 152 others of Nantucket. 
Harriet Pierce ond 615 others of Nantucket. 
Robert R. Crosby and 43 others of Brewster. 
Mrs. Ann Conant and 29 others of Brewster. 
Edward S. Hildreth and 246 others of Springfield. 
Wm. J. Lawrence and 105 others of Ashburnham. 
Milley Cummings and 423 others of Ashburnham. 
Dorothy Gipson and 218 others of Ashburnham. 
Augustus Moulton and 62 others of Beverly. 
Joseph Southwick and 200 others of Boston. 

| Gorham P. Tenney and 31 others of Byfield. 
Ruby H. Knight and 42 others of Peru. 

| Evelina S. Smith and 134 others of Hingham. 
Ehza T, Loud and‘216 others of Weymouth. 
Rhoda B. Coy and 112 others of Brimfield. 

Titus Foster and 139 others of Brimfield. 

Baylies Sanford and 39 others of E. Bridgewater. 
Joel Steele and 23 others of Chatham. 

John Perkins and 100 others of Essex. 

Edward Lassell and 109 others of Williamstown. 
Abby Sanford and 75 others of E. Bridgewater. 
David Joy and 27 others of Nantucket. 

Sarah H. Earle and 321 others of Worcester. 
Wm. B. Fox and 431 others of Worcester. 

Ruel C. Cowell and 57 others of Gardner. 

Moses Sawin and 49 others of Southborough. 
Experience Holman and 73 others of West Milbury. 
Wim. G. Davidson and 73 others of West Milbary. 


Whole number of petitions above is 139. Of this 
number 93 are from males, containing 8780 names ;— 
and 46 from females, with 8335 names. Total, 17,115 
names. 
































A SCENE IN PHILADELPHIA! 
Axyotuer Stave Case.—A highly exciting ease was 
determined yesterday morning before Judge Hopkin. 
son, in favor of the freedom of an old black man, with 
a head whitened with the frosts of some sixty winters, 





Abigail M. Emmons and 302 females of Franklin. 
R. C. Sanderson and 127 other women of Ashfield. 


Mary D. White and 49 others of North Bridgewater. 


LETTER OF HARRISON GRAY OTIS to Joun 
Wurerre, of Providence, on the Atherton Resolutions 
and the agitation of the slave question. 


Joun Wutrrte, Esq: 

Dear Sir: 1 received with much satisfaction 
your letter, with a report to the Legislature of 
Rhode Island, on the Atherton Resolutions, and 
your speech explanatory of your dissent from that re- 
port. Itis certainly flattering to mé te know that | 
live in your recollection, and that the opinion of one 
so long withdrawn from the notice of the world, and 
all participation in public affairs, could create either 
confidence or distrust in your own ; formed with the 
advantage of intellect in full vigor, and defended by 
argument to which nothing of substance can be add- 
ed— your request under these circumstances would 
have imposed upon me an obligation of courtesy tu 
}form the best opinion [ might upon a novel subject. 
| But as your report (though upon a new question 
which you have disposed of by an eloquent and concla- 
{sive argument) grows out of an old subject—the con- 
| dition of slavery among our Southern brethren, and the 
i relauonship between their rights and our duties—which 
jhas been familiar to my thoughts for half'a century ; 
|I was quite prepared to examine its merits, and have 
jho other trouble in replying to your favor, but that 
| Which is common to age—a loss where to begin and 
|} where to leave off. 

Had I been a member of Congress, called to decide 
upon the Atherton Resolutions, I should not have 
voted for them. At ihe same time Ihave no doubt of 

|the constitutional power of the House to adopt them. 
| But Leonsidered the original refusal of Congress to 











|hear, commit and ebtain a report wpon the petitions 


|regarding slavery in the District of Columbia as un- 
fortunate and impolitic. It was sure to be confound- 
ed in popular belief with a denial of the right of peti- 
jtion itself, and thus touch the community in its most 
jirritable nerve. It was also an uousual, and appa- 
}rently an unkind and cavalier mode of cutting short a 
;hew inquiry—or an old one requested under new cir- 
/cumstances—entitled to attention on account of the 
‘number of petitioners. I had also predicted, three 
| years ago, in a public speech, that the abolition move- 
|ment would be mingled with political intrigue and 
party politics. These objections I thought wouid be 
jin © great measure obviated by the Report of the Com- 
{mittee, which, being under the control of the majority, 
| would have ended in the same result as laying the pe- 
| titions on the table, without affording plausible occa- 
}sion for offence or complaint. 

But I am equally free to declare that had I been a 
| member of the Rhode Island Legislature, I should 
have been found on your side in opposing the report 
of your committee, inasmuch as the qaestion there as- 
sumed anentirely different aspect. It is one thing 
be Congress to refuse to act upon a petition, and 
another thing for a State Legislature to deny the right 
| of the former to regulate its own proceedings. There 
is nothing in the Atherton Resolutioss which nega- 
| tives the right of petition, and nothing which in fact 
impairs its value. <A petition in the constitutional 
| view is a request offered to a government, supposed to 
| have jurisdiction of the subject, for a redress of some 
grievance. The right to frame, and of consequence to 
| offer such petition belongs to every peaceable assembly 
| of the people. This right also involves the right to make 
|the government acquainted with the subject matter of 
| the petition—not to have it read in extense, as a mat- 
ter of course, to which there may be valid objections. 
Thousands of petitions may relate to the same single 
object, or to objects palpably out of the province and 
competency of the government to decide—or on which 
the minds of a majority may be known to be made up. 
They may be flagrantly indecorous, and numerous 
and voluminous enough to occupy in reading unrea- 
sonable time. But if not read, the Legislature ad- 
dressed is bound at least to hearken to a statement of 
the subject matter—to be informed of the character of 
the grievances sought to be redressed. Otherwise the 
right of petition would be nugatory—at least nominal, 
}and unworthy of a place among the fundamentals of 
!a constitution —‘ the voice’ of men ‘crying in the wil- 
derness.’ 

This right thus explained has, I think, an 1otrinsic 
value. It belongs to the whole and every portion of 
the people—extends to all subjects—is indispensable 
to an exposition of their sentiments and wants, and 
in popular and paternal governments, will, when ex- 
ercised, command attention and obtain relief, unless 
the first shall, after information and refiection, be 
lthought saperiluous, and the last inexpedient or imn- 
renee The exercise of this right in a particular 














case, may, as you have ingeniously shown, be of no 

tvalue. Still the right remains, and has a value in it- 
| self{—like a perennial fountain, in repairing to which 
one man’s piteber may be broken and his water spilt, 
while the source remains inexhaustible. 

With this explanation of my views of the right and 
value of the privilege of petition secured by the consti- 
tution, Iam prepared to go the whole length of your 
argument and counter report in the distinctions so elab- 
vrately Grawn Delween the right of potitinn iu the peo 
pie and the right of Congress to regulate their own 
proceedings, and consequently to dispose of petitions 
at their will and pleasure. This you have so amply 
illustrated, that the argument is exhausted, and little 
more is left for me than to say, ‘dittoto Mr. Burke.’ 
I will venture, however, to make one suggestion con- 
firmatory of your views; and that, not to render them 
more luminous, (which cannot be done,) but merely 
because it had occurred to me as decisive of the ques- 
tion from my own unaided reflection. 

While the abolitionists insist upon the duty of Con- 
gress to do something more than merely hear their pe- 
litions or a statement of their contents, they furnish no 
standard for measuring or defining its extent. hey 
do not inform us at what stage of proceedings it ay 
be allowable for Congress to exercise its discretion in 
rejecting or postponing a petition. It would seem rea- 
sonable that the claims of petitioners to the attention of 
Congress should not be regarded as of a higher char- 
acter than those appertaining to their Representatives 
on the floor—that the privilege of the constituent should 
not exceed that ofa member in his place. Bat it is no- 
torious that the ordinary proceedings of Congress are 
upon resolutions offered by a member or reported by a 
committee. Every member is entitled to offer a reso- 
lution upon any subject; and it is equally certain that 
the house possesses and exercises at pleasure, the right 
of refusing to consider resolutions, and of postponing 
or rejecting them without debate. The lips of the 
member are thenceforth sealed upon the subject thus 
disposed of. Suppose, however, that the same subject 
is afterwards presented in the form of a petition from 
persons out of doors—perhaps by the same member, 
and that the House is constitutionally bound to enter- 
tain and act upon it because it is a petition. The ac- 
tion must be upon resolutions, and these must of neces- 
sity conflict with the previous decision, and supersede 
the rules that have been applied to resolutions on the 
}same subject. Here, then, the right of the House to 
regulate its own proceedings is annulled, by the right 
of petition. 

Let this doctrine be established, and there is no va- 
gary or extravagance which 1n assemblage of petition- 
ers may not concoct into the form of a petition, on 
which Congress mast act or violate the constitution. 
In the North we may petition for the abolition of sla- 
very inthe United States. The South may ask to open 
the slave trade. One set of persons may propose to 
amend the Constitution by abolishing the Executive, 
or the Senate, or the Judiciary ; another by making 
{the President eligible for life. There are, possibly, 
some persons in the United States, who would prefer a 
‘limited monarchy to the existing government. Indeed 
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tem the various sentiments and interests of a conti- 
nent divided ‘into so many sovereignties and inde- 
pendent communities,’ which are so torcibly set forth 
in the address to the people of the States by the Con- 
gress of the preceding year. Looking into the confed- 
eration iselt, we find that the parties to it are the ¢ free 
inhabitants of each of these States, —terms involving 
the recognition of slavery, and a virtual assent to ex- 
clude slaves from the rights of freemen. Passing 
down to the era of the Federal Constitution, it is mani- 
fest that the institution of slavery is by that tostra- 
ment assented to, and agreed to be protected. The 
agreement lo surrender fugitive slaves, and to toler- 
ate the importation fur a term of years, would have 
been a perfidions mockery, if the right were mentally 
reserved of rendering these clauses inoperative by pro- 
moting the liberation of slaves restored or imported. | 





discussion would not be a proposal for a new basis of 
State representation in the Senate? This, it is notori- 
ous, was the great stumbling block to the framers of 
the Federal Constitution which for a long time threat- 
ened to be insurmountable. , And now that ‘empire 
states’ have grown up within and beyond the old Jim. 
its, wonld they be hkely to acquiesce in our aliquot 
part of political power in one branch of the Legista 
tnre? If not, should we be ready to resign it? and it 
not again, do we not here discover the germ of an out- 
break which would prove ‘the beginning of the end ?? 
Again—without attempting to enumerate what no man 
ean number—are we of New England satisfied that 
the alternative of uniting and forming a new confeder- 
acy with a// the other States would be left st our op- 
tion?) May not the myriads of the ‘ great valley’ im- 
agine, perhaps truly, that their interests will be more 


Equally delusive would be the power granted to the | closely affiliated with a Southern than witha Northern 
general government of ‘suppressing insurrections ;’ | confederacy, and that free access to the ocean by their 
if in those most hkely to happen, the troops ordered | rivers and a free trade with Southern ports will out- 
for service should be led by the maxims of their legis-j weigh all other considerations ¢ In which case they 
lative commanders to favor the insurgents. | will se? us off ‘to live in Sinope” Furthermore, is our 
Thus it is beyond controversy, that whatever ques-} prospect ot dwelling together in unity, even in New 
tions may arise respecting the conflict of jurisdiction | England, of harmonizing in our views of public meas- 
between the Federal and the State Governments from | ares and policy, altogether cheering? And are our re- 
various constructions of the constitutional instrument ; | sourees so prodigious that we are ready and willing to 
the condition of slavery in the several States is mani- | go alone? ; 
festly not a case of the constitution—non casus fadcris| In a word, it is manifest that a new convention 
—but one which the people of the United States, under | would be a very different assembly from that of its 
full advisement of all circumstances, have absolutely | predecessors. No parallel can be furmed between the 
abjured, and covenanted not to agitate by their repre- | circumstances of the country which generated the ‘ con- 
sentatives in Congress. This is, indeed, so incontro-|stitutional assembly’ and its present condition. The 
vertible, that! do not find it denied in any quarter. | popular sentiment every where was fixed and united 
But the admission of this plea to federal jurisdiction jin one conviction—the necessity of a federal govern- 
over slave property irresistibly draws after it the same | ment adapted to all the States. Hence a sympathy in 
conclusion against the right of State jurisdiction—and | the great community resulting from experience of com- 
consequently the right of one State to attempt, through | mon sufferings, and a good humor, from the conscious- 
the medium of its Legislature, by its resolutions or en-| ness of honesty and sincerity in their aim at a com- 
actments, to operate upon the condition of slavery|mon object. Grave and weig'ty differences of opin- 
rather than upon any other domestic institution of ion undoubtedly existed, and were brought into that 
auother State. Such right, it is self-evident, could | convention and debated with ‘hearts of controversy ;’ 
have no foundation but in a federal compact. Not | but they were the hearts of great statesmen, patriots 
being found therein, it becomes a noventity. When, }and jurists, warmed by the zeal which prevails ina 
therefore, Rhode Island and Massa-husetts adopt|Congress of Ambassadors, but untainted by the infec 
measures intended to have a bearing on the domestic |tion of the spirit of personal parties, which was as yet 
institutions of South Carolina and Virginia, they shoot | unknown. 
from their sph res, and assume the attitade of inde-) In such hands we know it was an Herculean labor 
pendent States making laws at other independent States | to create a government for the Union, but they were 
which can have no legal force ; thus exhibiting a spec- | skilfal and experienced workmen, and had only to ap- 
tacle which but for its sinister tendency would merely | ply old and established principles in framing a new 
deserve ridicule as a species of burlesque legis!ation. | model. To this end, men were elected in reference 
I am aware that the fanatical sophisters in justification | only to high character for talents aud services in the 
of these vagaries, disavow the expectation and intent | cabinet and the field, with Washington at their head. 
of promoting slave emancipation otherwise than by | How different then was the honest strife of opinion 
awakening the consciences and enlightening the under-}and debate among those men; turning principally 
standing of the owners. With individuals or associa- | upon theories and the great fundamentals of public 
tions who sincerely expect to attain the desired con-| law and real peculiarities of local institutions and in- 
summation by these means, my view of this question | terests, and aiming sincerely at fair and honorable 
has no concern. I am not speaking of the freedom of |compromise which they providentially attained, from 
the press, nor of speech, nor of pen ; but of Jegislauve | that to be expected from men sent from a community 
propriety and dignity—ef the wisdom and decorum | ehafed ahd embittered by party passions and collisions, 
of Jegislation by one sovereign State in order to en- {nominated by cabals, by the procurement of intrigue, 
lighten the bewildered minds of the people of another ignorant of the first principles of constitutional or na- 
—to enact moral discourses, homilies on abstract/tional polity. I cannot doubt that members of this 
rights, and abusive commentaries on laws and customs | description would be found in a new convention, suf- 
other than their own—to fulminate anathemas against | ficient to embarrass and defeat any comprehensive 
the religious institutions of Canada, or the social insti- scheme of policy adapted to the exigencies of a great 
tutions of Louisiana, which in this relation stand on / confederacy of States. rt 
the same parallel. Neither does this reasoning apply} The times, my dear sir, are sadly out of joint—the 
to those who, laying their hands on their hearts, can, minds of men teem with fancies in respect to govern- 
say, that their object in inciting the action of the State! ment, of which our fathers never dreamed. No max- 
Legislature, is confined to the District of Columbia. {im in the science of government seems to be settled, ex- 
Their nuinber, I imagine, is exceedingly small, and | cept that every thing is to be doubted. There is not a 
while they believe itto be expedient and obligatory on | clause in the Federal Constitution which some party, 
theit consciences tu pursue this course, nobody is en-| when convenience suits, is not ready to meet with a 
titled to be judge over them. As to the rest, would to! special plea or demurrer. The State Constitutions are 
God the folly of our legislative proceedings were the | like the highways, requiring to be mended every year, 
worst of their effects. But Lam profoundly convinced, |} and which any man who can handle a spade or pick- 
thot uf this mania for tampering with the slave tenure |axe is competent to repair—thus making straight the 
of the plantation States, shall generally pervade the | path for the ‘ march of intellect.’ The reformers are 
legislatures of the North, or indeed be permitted to go!+ abroad,’ especially in those places where the ‘ school- 
much further, the days of this Union will shortly be| master’ is at home. And despite of the good sense 
numbered. The people of those States already think |and illumination of my countrymen, I do not believe 
they discern in it, the commencement and slow ap-|the soil of Mexico, or Colombia, or Bolivia, or Chili, 
\proach of a mine destined to blow their social fabric | or Peru, is more prolific in all the varieties of political 
into air, and they will anticipate the explosion by | turmoil, than would spring up in the hotbed of a new 
cutting off the communication. These suggestions, 1 convention of these dis-united States. All this per- 
am aware, are, with many, themes of derision and con-| haps may strike you as the omen of an old man’s 
tempt. Ina strain of braggart self complacency that} dream, and may deserve no better estimate. But hav- 
undervalues ali powers but their own, they insist that! ing in vivid recollection the great events of the revo- 
the South dare not secede, that the measure would | lution from the landing of General Gage in Boston, to 
place this favorite interest in greater jeopardy, and be | its close, having known in my boyhood and in riper 
destruction to other interests. Asa northern man, I/age been honored by an intimate acquaintance with 
have no disposition to break a lance with those who! many of the members of the old Congress (of which 
hold to these opinions. I am willing to believe, that;my father was one)—having witnessed the scenes 
in the event of a partition of the family estates, they | which preceded the adoption of the Federal Constitu- 
could not manage their share of the inheritance with-j| tion, and been familiar with the impediments to that 
out us. But ii is lamentably true that they think | happy issue, which filled all minds with agonizing ap- 
otherwise, and that great names and splendid intellects | prehensions for the fate of the country ; it is perhaps 
among them are enlisted in propagating the opinivn, | natural that I should feel unutterable concern, as I 
that they could not only do as well, but better—cer-} certainly do, in perceiving that the time is coming for 
tainly mach better unless we forbear our persecution / the discussion of topics, the mention of which in a se- 
—in a separate establishment ;—that theirs would be | rious way would once have been regarded as the su- 
the snnchine, and ome the chade and the mit. They | perfluous raving of a discased mind. My personal 
may be entirely mistaken ; but in what government is | acquaintance too with the men of the South in public 
ie found that the passions of a people, or of their rulers and private life, for more than forty years, has been 
{excited to a certain pitch, do not prevail over their in-) considerable, and with some of them my intimacy has 
terest? It was not for the interest of your ancestors | been strict and durable. 
or mine to brave the dangers of a revolution, that | I can conceive no justification for my fellow citizens 
itheir wives might ‘sip bohea’ without paying a duty. / this side of the line of Mason and Dixon, to throw fire- 
And there are many persons among our southern breth- | brands, and arrows of death, on the other side of that 
ren—probably a great majority—who regard the per-jline. The evil of slavery is not a new discovery. 
petual assaults made upon their right to their slaves, | Its tarpitade was a subject quite as familiar to the peo- 
as menacing dangers to theie property, liberty, lives,| ple of the North, when they sought the alliance of 
and social comforts, not less flagrant than those which | these of the South, as it is at this hour, or at least it 
united them with ys in a common cause. {was so when they framed the Constitation. If other 
After all, the blindness of those who deny that the | nations have since that time abolished slavery in their 
South can be forced to a secession from the Uma, is jown domain, the consequence is that the amount of 
less astonishing and dangerous than the infatuation of) misery incident to that condition is diminished, and 
others who console themselves with calculations that} we should be thus reconciled to wait for ‘ coming 
the loss would not be sensibly ‘felt by the rest of the | events,’ however apparently remote, rather than to do 
confederacy. There would, say they, remain enough | wrong that right may come of it. But the strong and 
of population and materiele, for all the objects of a\ final argument in my mind is that already hinted. 
grand, prosperous, and powerful nation, and sufficient ; Our States and Legislatures can do nothing but agi- 
to check, and if necessary, give law to neighboring | tate, provoke and drive to desperation our Southern 
Staics. The East and West as of course, would be-/ brethren, defeating their own object by adding new 
come ipso facto, a new and homogeneous confederacy | rivets to the black man’s chains, which I believe is 
without the trouble of a new arrangement among them | the effect of every legislative movement. Iam yet to 
selves—a cluster plucked from so exuberant a vine) learn how emancipation, furced upon the planter—ad- 
may easily be spared, and the Corps d’armee would be | mitting the thing to be possible—ean be reconciled 
more eflicient without a wing composed of troops who; with the professions of those who announce the whole 
are always disposed to discontent and mutiny, and em-/science of government to consist in promoting the 
barrass the operations of every campaign. | greatest good of the greatest number. But I must re- 
Whoever in reply to these reckless enthusiasts,) member that while there is no eod to this subject, 
should assume the duty of showing th» consequence that | there mast be an end to your patience, and am, with 
would be found to await the disruption of the Union, | great respect and esteem, your ob’t. servant, 
would find himself not engaged in a schoolboy’s cal- Boston, March 1, 1839. Hi. G. OTIS. 
culation to be made in a day, with slate and pencil, at 
Columbia College, in South Carolina; but in compil- Epitrontan Remanks. 
ing a volume of no small size referring to the posture| We have room only for a few brief remarks upon 
the wonderfel houses which have occurred with tage {He Above letter. And 
ve wonderful changes W ave ad w ; ; x te) 
in its commercial, agricultural, political, and geograph- 1. What will such papers as the New-Hampshire Pa- 
ical relations. ‘The results of an investigation would | triot, Boston Post, and Washington Globe, say now ? 
I fear prove less flattering to the capability of the non-| They have impudently asserted that abolitionism is 
slaveholding States, (and especially of New-Eagland) |< federatism in disguise—Hartford Conventionism—a 
erected into a rival Government, of persevering in the federal trick,’ &c. Is H. G. Otis, now, ‘a democrat 
rapid advance to prosperity hitherto experienced, than ; v 
some of us fondly imagine; admitung even that the dyed in the wool?’ Is the popular notion, that he was 
scene of separation would be confine: to one act, and}a prominent member of the Hartford Convention, a 
that the rest of the Stars would continue ‘to sing to-/ mistake? How do they like their company ? 
gether.’ But how can any with the example (and not} 9 4 jg certainly avery ingenious ruse fora man 
the fear) of the fate of Republics on the southern con- ; our ; 
who stands accused, by the American people, of hav- 














tinent of this new world before their eyes, indulge in 
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j and who had resided in and about the city for twenty-| an endless variety of projects over which a great ma- 
jthree years, claimed by a Marylander as his slave. | jority of the House may be satisfied that Congress has 
The claim was prosecuted with much ability by Mr. | no jurisdiction—or on ‘which their opinions are fixed, 
Ingraham, for the claimant. The.black, whose asso- | or which they deem it impolitic, dangerous or prema- 
ciations were to be forever sundered by the successful | lure to agitate; and which they would instantly sup- 
prosecution of this suit—torn from his family connex- | press if propounded by one of their own members— 
1ons—his freedom of action and liberty of thought) would be forced upon their deliberations, because, for- 
abridged, and his person subjected to everlasting S€I- | sooth, the right of petition is sacred. Thus the con- 
vitude—was defended, and how ably defended none ‘trol of its proceedings would be taken from Congress 
save those who keard the happy effort can teil—by | and transferred to any aed to every assemblage of peo- 
David Paul Brown, Esq. Jt was, indeed. an eloquent | ple convened to petition for redress of grievances. In 
effort—a moving appeal, which few judges, and uo faet the right of initiating laws and of ¢ mpelling Cou- 
man, left free to follow the bent of his feelings, could | gress to act upon them would thas be involved in the 
resist When the Judge declared the proof not suffi-| right of petition, and the business of legislation, as con- 
ciently made out, and ordered the black set at liberty, | ducted by every organized body of delegates trom time 
the old man wended bis way through the dense crowd | immemorial, would become impracticable. 
of black and white, to a bench on the outside of the | But apart from the merits of this particular question, 
building. where he sat himself down and wept hhke a; ] freely confess that I regard with deep concern the in- 
child, without stiat or shame. His crowd of friends tervention of our State Legislatures in acy shape, re- 
gave vent to their joy by a burst of cheers—then form. | garding the abolition of slavery in the South. It is 
ed themselves into line, marched down to the residence | pone of our aflair. Wecean do nothing towards ehang- 
of their advocate, and again gave expression to their ing or abolishing that condition, but may do as we have 
overjoyed feelings, by reiterated peals of cheering. |done, very much towards aggravating its evils. If 
We notice this case thus minutely, believing AS | slavery is a stain, it is one with which the Union was 
many of our citizens do, that it was one hatched up) born, and which cannot be removed by our efforts, un- 
and prosecuted behind the curtain, by one of those no- | Jess by cutting off the limb which wears it. To judge 
torious individuals who step at nothing, however infa- |correctly on this subject, we must not only resort to 
mous, that will place a doilar in their purse—and not! the Federal Constitution, but go behind it. The mem- 
that we favor the mad designs of the Abolitionists, Or bers of the first Congress came from the South with a 
would throw obstacles in the way of any one taking) consciousness of a peculiar interest arising from their 
and holding their own property according to law. slavebolding tenure. From the North they went under 
Philadelphia paper. {the impression that all men are ‘born free,’ and would 
: F become so de facto, whenever the colonies should be- 
Distersaxck at Pass Cuntstiax.—The inhabitants | oom heen Within my remembrance, in the 
of Pass Christian have recenily been thrown into 4) years 75 and "76, the volunteer minute men paraded 
state of excitement, in consequence of an order from our streets with metallic letters ‘no slavery’ on their 
the sheriff of Hancock Co., Miss., fer the removal of | caps—which, though not intended feculiarly to bear 
all the free blacks from the Pass. Jt seems that 2) yon the condition of the African race in the South— 
white individual was recently insulted there by some pointed towards it. It was not easy for the men of the 
free colored men, and that all the blacks have been or-| Norih to reconcile these doctrines of universal liberty, 
dered to leave on account of it. The individuals who} yi.) the same doctrines professed by the South, but 
were concerned ia the outrage have made their escape + qualified, practically, by hes holding slaves in bon- 
to this city. The gentleman who gives us this infor- age. There was then me. resource bui.ta jcavé. she 
mation, says that there are many colored people at| snbject at rest,and to secure the confidence of the South 
Pass Christian who own property, and that they have | py jeqy lavery to State jurisdiction 
petitioned for leave to remain long enough to dispose ¥ ne ee : : 





the dream that we should divide only into two confed- 
eracies? Looking upon the map of the American con- 
tinent, we perceive the garden of the world extending 
from Mexico and Cape sHorn converted into a Bear 
Garden. Independent states springing up one day 
like mushrooms, and withering the next—yet living 
long enough to mflict some new calamity on their peo- 
ple—commit some new ravage, add some new disap- 


ing attempted to divide the Union at a periious crisis 
when a foreign enemy was invading our shores, to 
make a parade of his regard for the Union, and to lift 
up both hands in holy horror, in view of its dissolution 
by the measures of the abolitionists! But what will it 
avail him? Especially when it is believed that he is 
directly interested in the continuance of slavery ? 











pointment to the friends of liberty—one day federal, 
the next anti-federal ; changing governments, bounda- 
ries, and names, so that nothing is constant but the 
spirit of revolution, and the cause of agitation, which, | 
with different phases, but always enhancing intensity, | 
broods over contiguous jealous and rival democracies 
—fomenting their feuds and annihilating their prosper- 
ity. With this prospect in full view, with the news of 
contests, dissensions, carnage and desolation, and of 
perpetual civil war made the order of the day in those 
new-fangled States, we cherish the deceitful imagina- 
tion that we, an enlightened and chosen people, are 
beyond the reach of such calamities. There is, we 
think, some charm in our character that will prove in 
all events, an antidote to the contagion of bad princi- 
ples and the dangers of anarchy. That our people 
form a variety in the great family of the human spe- 
cies, and have a nataral aptitude for making Constita- 
tions and Federal compacts. But the only claim of 
our people to good sense pre-eminent over that of oth- 
er nations must be found, if at all,in their having 
framed and for so long a time administered a govern- 
ment sufficient for all the objects of general liberty 
and security under which we are advancing to the 
highest summit of national prosperity. But the good 
sense, Which, having acquired these advautages, is 
not able to retain them, and suffers the golden fruitto 
become an apple of discord and fall from her hands, 
must cease to be a subject of beast or reliance. 

The first measure, ander the most favorable aspect 
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vention of the people of the free States to remodel the 
constitution and adjust it to the new order of things 
A partition treaty of some sort for the apportionment 
of the public domain, and the disposal of its property 
remaining in the South, and for regulating commerce, 





the Constitution authorizing an 


Besides, the disturbance of the balance of power 
among the States, the location of the seat of Govern- 


contents of the abolition memorials. 
of separation, that must be inevitable, would be a con-| has not impaired the value of the right of petition, says 


once more says the honorable gentleman. 


3. His views respecting the right of petition are 
neither clear nor consistent. He believes that Aiher- 
ton’s resolutions,—prohibiting the reading, debating, 
and reference of the memorials of hundreds of thous 
ands of the people.—are constitutional, and contain 
nothing which impairs the right of petition !—and yet 
that those memorials were entitled to attention! The 
logic runs thus—For Congress to trample under foot 
that which deserves to be respectfully regarded, is not 
only in accordance wiih the spirit of the Constitution, 
but is fully to sustaim the right of petition! Mr. Otis 
thinks the gag-law ‘unfortanate and impolitic’—why ? 
Not because it is wrong in essence and form, but sole- 
ly becanse ‘it is SURE to be confounded in popular 
belief with a dental of the right of petition itsclf.’ What! 
Are not the Americau people sufficiently intelligent to 
understand what is, and what is not constitutional? 
what is, and what is not a denial of a sacred and an 
inalienable right? No,says Mr. Otis. None but the 
aristocracy can correctly determine a question so ab- 
struse and intricate! Congress is bound to know ‘ihe 
subject matter of all petitions,’ again says Mr. Otis. 
But it refused to hear any statement respecting the 
Ergo, Congress 


Mr, Otis. These petitions were ‘entitled to attention,’ 
Why? 


‘On account of the number of petitioners’! A single 


petitioner, therefore, has no claim to any such atten- 
would be indispensable, and no power can be found in| tion. The right to respectful treatment depends upon 
u y treaty or centract)the number of those who desire to be heard ! 
founded on the contingency of a division of the Union. federalism, democracy, or despotism ? 


Is this 


Again. The petitions were ‘entitled to attention.’ 


of their effects. — New Orleans Picayune, Feb. 24, 





It is by no means improbable, that England, as a 
nation opposed to slavery, will, within a very short 
time, prohibit the ee of cotton from America 
‘to that country. this be done, and American 





It was in concession to the jealousies, fears, preju- 
dices, and habits, of the South, principally emanating 
from this one cause, that Peyton Randolph was unan- 
imously chosen President of the first Congress, and 
George Washington C< der of the Army. And 
it is notorious that this act was the source of the ‘em- 
barrassments ’ and ‘delay,’ in forming the Confedera- 








Slavery must die in her own den.—Morning Star. 


tion of 1778, and in combining into one general sys- 


ment, and innamerable causes springing from the pro-| Why? Because by such a precedent, ‘an endless va- 
digious alteration that has occurred and is in progress) riety of projects, over which a great majority of the 
in the relationship of the various parts of the Untun to! House might be satisfied that Congress has no jurisdic, 


we gg Race Ben fins drvscong Beton nee - tion, or which they might deem it impolitic, dangerous 


take place, are we of Rhode Island Massachusetts | OF premature to agitate, would be forced upon their de- 








quite secure that the first or one of the first subjects of | liberations!" What a reckless agitator is this Mr, Otis 




























































































Elliot Cresson lectured in this place on the sudjey 
! colonization, or African missions, as he very p vec 
{calls it, in order io palm off the wicked scheme ™_ 
the public. As you have published some accomg 
the gentleman’s lectures here, I will not give anys 
jcount of them ; but will simply say, that quite ans 
ber of his hearers were converted to abolition, 
On the evenings of the 13th, Mth, and 1oth ing 

| Stanton lectured in the Methodist meeting-how, 
this place, to large assemblies, On the first eres 
he spoke with great power and effect in bebalf dia 
|cause. The remaining two lectures were aganic 
onization. He took up the main arguments 
by Mr. Cresson who is acknowledged to beth 
and soul of colonization, and swept them all overt 
with the invincible weapon of truth, which is mp 
through God to the pulling down of strong bud 
| Last Sabbath, the Rev. Mr. Binney, pastor of w 
Methodist church, gave notice to his congregt 
that there would be a tecture on colonization, 1 
to Mr. Stanton’s lectures, next Tuesday ¢ 


in four instalments in 
in May next; and whe 
bly because the Mas 
these instalments at 
against the earnest re 
gers of the Massachy 
lation to the subject 
tly fair and honorab| 
proceeding to be unv 
uctive of the best ir 
; and whereas, the 1 
throughout the land h 
r the purpose of enlig 
pinion in their respe 
nti-slavery society m 
of the condition and 
cular location, the 
nd whereas, we beli 
husetts Anti-Slavery 
nage the anti-slaver 
committee which 
his house. Mr. Binney said that he gave ow . 
tice, both in accordance with his own wishes, wii iq sved, That we cord 
the request of some of his people. f td of Managers of 

After the meeting closed, some of the promut y Society, in protes 
male members of his church, being very mucaw on of the Executive C 
|prised that such a notice was given ont, . UP wad ietiees tone 
;members of his church were abolitionists, ingues 
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but saul 


taken. 

| their pastor, who was going to lecture, and wid 

in their respective « 
|also given to the students in the Theologica! Seam 

nary 

truth over the land, 
Tuesday evening came. Mr. Binney appears : 

to the American Svci 
: , 0; _ After siting 10 to pe Bios 
lighted up for the occasion. A oe Respectful! 
and stated to his audience (which ¥ 
3 } pia f | 
ists, save one or two,) that he was piace? 
: it, We 
3 . hey desired ! 
would go on with his lecture, if tey 
tw has 
adjourned, to make it manifest all 


olved, That though t 
\ to be the characier of it. No definite reply wa pi avery societies is toe 
to their inquiries. Public notice of the Jeclure ss { 
See is the enti: 
phout the country, we | 
ry, information was circulated into different j y 
the town, but all to no avail. Now comes thes d to go free; and thu 
assachusetts Anti-Sla 
eee aie 
is as the lecturer in behalf of the expalnse® . ; 
his pulpit, as tadeeiill € will do what in us 
scheme. The large and commocious hous neut of this result, 
pit three-quarters of an hour, waiting ver) inpan N. H. WHITID 
for a congregation to fill the vacant 
the very large number of 22 indivi 
ould be very & 
culiar circumstances, and that it wou be Fe) 
barrassing for him to address $0 1¥; 
ae oiven Mr £ ie 
paused for a reply, but none was ci 
requested those whv wished 
Two ab 
and one cvlonizationist. voted for a ° 
The very much mortified champ 


pronounced the benediction, and ” cays their opinion 
assembly dispersed, and, strange te tell, <2 eit welfare and hi 
a sigh of grief or a tear of sorrow as °F mie roe Baya the safety 
scene of the old faithful hand-maid of S81". Organization much de 
j AN EYE WITS . tons, which s 
; ment of the cause 
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Lowett, Peas _ the American 
. ‘ husetis So 
HER Garnison: “ ‘ 
Dear Brot ce with what cxilé n of the anti-slavery 


It is not a little amusing to S 
the high-minded pro-slavery ‘el 
wy ms > to the 

hundred and fifty strong, came "Pp 


“Big? That we view y 
: uid Contraet by | 
American Society” 1 


yewerans of HY 





. netitit of the Of saj 
beseeching them to answer the p i nN sham and gomuunittee, as ¢ 
: the law aisle : i 
dies of that place, praying that the ws cealth OF ved ae we 
‘ *»mmonwea ; 
the colored population of oul —— 1 hess? ganization ant ate" 
° y permit " 0 
be repealed ; at least so far as} one Witt AeCulive Committee of 
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hould be answeree no iar 
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oe by the Board. 
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dived, That we appro 
* published in the L 
twe will co-operate wi 
co all suitable meas 
ieee of the Executive 
Y, Upon the rights | 


ved, That the establi 


| groes ; but that it 5 


for their special accommodation. im 
Now, Sir, while the virtuous ladi 

that their discretion, sense el 
taste, is a sufficient guaranty agale eo 
they undoubtedly consider it an pee : 
good sense to be informed from the si 
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inasmuch as they are not prow posed of ; 
sdom ana a sp 

the Legislature, in their wis0ll in | aniilaver 
+o. m an = ’ ° er 
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* locks {0 0 
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the Legislature who chuckle a> 
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full amount of honor grow od L — 


their suspicions of female ieee res 
strongly the company they have ror st 
keeping ; and, consequently, an carther (9 
having the said law repealed aoy ties of LO? 
particular aceommodatioa of the lacie hel 
No high-minded man, OF set of oo 
ture, (or out of it,) ntitled # the nas , 
men, would condescend to the m oer 
the better halfof man 19 such a mant a 
ladies have been treated 10 this cg 
more certain, than that these base : teres 
sincerity have been so free 1 their all! 


n in ie , ‘al meeting of the L 
ing (be evening of 
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€ on the subject ¢ 
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cked scheme upc 
ed some account ¢ 
i] not give any 
, that quite a ne 
» abolition, 
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meeting-house 
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et in behalf of o 
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red to be the bod 
them all overboar 
th, which is might 
n of strong huld 
ney, pastor of | 
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onization, in ref 
Tuesday evening, i 
1e gave out the 
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of the promines 
ing very much su 
iven ont, as allt 
Lionists, inquired 
‘ture, and what w 
ite reply was give 
of the lectare ¥ 
‘heologienl Semin 
0 different parts 4 
w comes the seque 
Binney appeared 
of the expatriat 
ous house was we 


vp sitting in his palg 
ng very unpalicns 


ant seats, he aro 
hh was composed 
iduals, all abolit 
s placed ia very } 
would be very & 
so few ; bot said 
hey desired it. | 
given. 
“have the lecte 
Two abolition's 
wy an adjournme 
ion of colonizati 
then the sem 
o tell, there was 
5 they left the ber 
of slavery. 
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permit the said 
matrimony with & 
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Magsariecy, March 7, 1539 
seting of the Marsh- 
n the 20th of Feb. 





Zz pers ns were chosen 
. I yard G. Sears 
 _y Ephraim Leavitt and Joseph 
HW. W! ig 
a W. Simmon 
Avel Armes, Elisha J. Sher- 
i members. The following 





cing, by certain 

1 fundamental principle of 
norally bound to go to the 

rit of freedom —b ¢ ary 

-15 i generally viepted, will 
the anti slavery ea- 


ry society has no more 
its members to go to the 
ons of right, than ut has 


ity to join a church, and that 
it may suppose they can 
abuliti slavery ; hor 






it their duty to 


States, and liberate the slaves 


y confession of faith required 
uld be a belief in the 


ind in the duty of im- 


nan, so 









Ltaken on this subject by 

4 Sia y Society and the Lib- 
ie ind jtast; aud is the only 
tiv anti-s  ivery association can 
iclude individuals of more 

rund an association formed 

istead of being an anti-sia- 

be bat al for de- 

f faith rion and 
Liberator, edited by William 

5 leparted from the true stan i. 
has it proved recreant to its 

1 the contrary, (in the lJan- 

um Goodell, as applied to its editor, ) 
wmid the smoke and dust of the 

en obscured or dubious. Who- 
{or faltered, it has not been 


has for a@ moment mis- 
koess for the banner of light, 
whoever else has un- 
; d the wrong 
1 utever, been the Liberator’ And 
with its editor upoa some of 

\ by hem, which are not unmedi- 
ibject of negro slavery, vet, 

we have no wish tu cur- 
expression of opinion upon these 
ily as they may be argued 

ns of the same paper, and oc- 

f each number; and we 

yn Of this paper asa tearful, 
to the anti-slavery We 
tagainst any attempt 
wien, as 
rsive of 


cause. 
nn protes 
i rw otmyare 
ind unjust, and as subv 
ipon Which our cause is based. 


its cireul 


resolutions were also 
that they be 


sachusetts Aboli- 


4 and 

vith direetions 
Liberator and Ma 
e Committee of the American 
save undertaken to aunul a con- 
ween that Society and the Massa- 


y Society, whereby the latter 

mer the sum of ten thousand dol. 

nts us the course of one year end- 

rt; and whereas, this has been done os- 

a the Massachusetts Society had not 
“iulments at the time they became due, 
irnest remonstrance of the Board of 
Massachusetts Society, whose course 
subject we conceive to have been 

i honorable ; and whereas, we believe 


be unwise, unjust, oppressive and 

best interests of the anti-slavery 
syereas. the various anti-slavery associa- 
land have been established prima- 

oa of enlightening and reforming pub- 

pective 

‘ty may be regarded as a better 
:and wants of the people within 


limits; and whereas, 


ei 


in any foreign society can 
ieve, consequently, that the 
{nti Slavery Society is More competent 
at very enterprise in this State, 


located at York ; 


- ' 


New 


wich is 


we cordially approve the course of 

t Managers of the Massachusetts Anti- 
h protesting agaist the arbitrary 
.xeeutive Committee of the American 
eige ourselves that we will, to the 

r, sustain them in the position they 


wugh the primary object of our 
sts to enlighten and correct public 
clive communities, yet as our ul. 
enure destraction of slavery 

ry, we feel bound to aid in spread. 
lind, until every slave shall be 

nd thus we beheve it the duty of 

Anti-Slavery Society to redeem its 
\ in Suciety as soon as practicable ; 


, 
in us les to procure the accom- 


Respectfully yours, 
WHITING, Secr’'y M. A. S. S. 


ANTL-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 
zo the Groton Anti-Slavery Society, 
sevenig, March 11th, 1839, the 
ible and resolutions were considered 
sly. It was also voted to request 
Liberator, and other anti-sla- 


i has arisen between the Execu- 
American Society and the Board 
Massachusetts Suciety, threatening 
legrity of the anti-slavery cause— 
may be the duty of the peo- 
lon Of @hy important matter 

Weildre an therefore 
e satety aad efficiency of the anti- 
ic! nds on the existence of 
1 shall have the control and 
their respective 


i happiness ; 


nen 
. t 


cause within 
the arrangement 
‘yu? American Society in May last, by 
. setts Society were to assume the 
Fantesiavery cause in this State. 


pprove ol 


it we view with regret the recent nul- 
aid raet by the Executive Committee 
MW Society, and that we consider the 
asd urteous, uncalled for, 
OUS In LS Operation 

tempt to trample upon the 
ithoruy of Massachusetts, by 
of the American Society, is 
t censure, and oaght to be 
tofthe Mass. Suciety, and 

ighout the State. 
* We approve the sentiments of the 
erator of the Ist inst.— 
le with the Board of the Mass. 
* Measures for resisting the en- 
: © &xecutive Committee of the Ameri- 
» v8 We rights and duties of that Svard. 
tablishment of a central pow- 
i which shall assume 
‘Stcsiavery euterprise in all parts of 
‘Wield all rs pecuniary resources, sa- 
¢ Gespolic institutions of the old 
te countenance and approbation 
tis hemisphere, 


__ LUTHER BOUTELLE, Secretary. 
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N ANTLSLAVERY SOCIETY. 
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‘“gelthe Lynn Anti-Slavery Society 
ning of the at which the 





2d inst 





‘aS Were adopted, viz. 
“, That we do 

ce Ex 
. 






highly disapprove of the 
7 cuttve Committee of the Ameri- 
broken ocvety ia the abrupt manner in which 
cietieg = P*ALON between the State and 


ived 
“> That We cordially approve of the judi- 
rm Stand taken by the Board of 
4 Sssachusetts A. S. Society, at this 
© fully melee “0 assure them that, so long as 
C of oar) eee? firmness and integrity in 
‘ ee? po Age they may reckon upun 
Resolved ot, uPPOFt of the abolitionists of Lynn. 
Las Sect Will gave our influence in car- 
practicable, the arrangement made 
































iat the last annual meeting of the American Society, | 

| between that and the State Society, and with that view | y7) Entrok : 

| WILL PAY OUR CONTRIBUTIONS INTO THE TREASURY OF en a : 

lene Massacuvserrs Soctery, and not to any financial; At this important moment in the cause, I cannot for- 


agents acing independently of the relation then estab-, bear from calling on all abolitionists who are unaware 
| lished between the two societies. \of its exigencies, to rouse themselves and give a search. 
i. Resolved, That to the Board of the State Society |ing personal examination to the different divisions of 
|justly belongs the control of agents laboring in this /iis hartle for righteousness. Let me call in an es 
State, and that we will not recognize those agents of ‘ me 3 : : 
lthe American Suciety sent here without their concur- | pecial manner on women. The present is no time for 
nee. jthem to remove their hands from the work. Who are 
| Voted, That the above resolutions be off:red to the |2®W among the most prominent in the Anti-Savery 
Boston Liberator and Massachusetts Abolitionist for jconflict? The fourteen hundred women of Lynn and 
| Plymouth, who have done their State and themselves, 
vand the oppressed by an unrighteous law, the justice 
to petition for its abrogation. Their form of petition 
= | suits all the States, for none of them. it is believed, are 
NEW SOCIETY IN ATTLEBORO. j without some disgraceful statute, based on color. In 
Br. Gannisox : /none of them exists one more unrighteous and absurd 
The following proceedings were handed me by Mr. than the one which in Massachusetts insults freedom 
Stanley, the secretary of the meeting which adopted | and justice and the Word of God alike, by prescribing 
them, with the desire that I would copy and hand , agreement in complexion as a condition of legal mar- 
them in for publication in the Liberator and Massa- | riage—by branding with illegitimacy and depriving of 
bolitionist ;—which had been ordered by a their inheritable blood, a portion of the inhabitants— 
A. ST. CLAIR. | those whom God has joined, tyrannically attempting 
_- jto sunder. This blot upon the statute-book of a free 
Ata meeting of the aboliionists from the different | people,—a cause at once and a consequence of slavery— 
societies in Attleboro, to take into consideration the | the Abolitionists of the Commonwealth have determin- 
propriety of organizing an Anti-Slavery Society, toin-| ed to remove ; and cold and ignorant, if not unworthy, 
clade all the abolitionists ia town, it was voted, that | must that heart be, which, at this moment, when they 
this meeting deem it expedient to form such a society. | are assailed by legislative mockery and popular cari- 
A Constitution was then read and adopted : the follow- | cature, can hesitate to place itself on the side of the 
,ing gentlemen were chosen officers, and the following | women of Lynn, and Plymouth, and Brookfield, and 
/resolutioas unanimously adopted. | Dorchester, and other places. Their purpose is misap- 
Hon. Lemuel May, President. | prehended and misrepresented now—but before a year 
| S. M. Stanley, Moses Wilmarth, Vice Presidents. | has passed, the all-sustaining voice of MASSACHU- 
Saml. Shove, Secretary. |SETTS will be an all-sulficieat commentary. The 
| H.H. Brown, Treasurer. jnext Legislative Committee will not reply to their pe- 
| Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Society, sla- ititions ‘with a fuol-born jest.’ In the mean time, 
very is the most stupendous system of iniquity ever | wherever there is an Auti-Slavery Society of women, 


Vive 
ren 


yieation. 
| WM. BASSETT, President. 
Wa. B. Onrver, See’ry. 


} . 


Inu! 


chusetts J 


vote of the Society. 


jcreated and upheld by the laws of any civilized com- | tet jt speak out NOW, and prove itself true-hearted by 
} munity ; and that every person is as much bound to} , Atneus of ite ves », Let us all feel the re- 
use ‘all neagas sanctioned by law, humanity, and re-/| id acne a a on eee othagch ecena ae 
\ ligion.’ for its abolition, as he would be for the abolition | sponsibility which devolves upon the advanced guard 
ot theft or highway robbery, provided these crimes|of humanity. In proportion as Massacuuserts is lifted 
j were protected by law, and as prevalent and popular | yp, will all her sister States be drawn onward to the 
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BOSTON. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 1839. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE MASSACHU- 
SETTS A. S. SOCIETY. 
TO THE AROLITIONISTS OF MASSACHUSETTS : 
Breturen : 

The Quarterly meeting of the Massachusetts Anti- 
Slavery Society will be holden at Boston, on TUES- 
DAY, the 26th day of March, instant. The Board of 
Managers cajl earnestly on all county and town so- 
cieties to send delegates to this meeting. The impor- 
tant questions to come before it make a full represen- 
| tation of the whole State necessary. The position as- 








tion to our own, demands an instant and clear expres- 
sion of the opinion of the Commonwealth. 

The Executive Committee at New York, against 
our repeated advice and earnest protest, have virtually 
assumed the management of financial affairs within 
the State. This power necessarily includes the ap. 
pointment of agents and the control of publications. 
It is in fact the exclusive control of the cause. The 
question, then, which Massachusetts is ealled to an- 
swer, is briefly this,—shall we entrust the whole gui- 
dance of our enterprise to a dozen individuals? Mo- 
nopoly of power is always dangerous, in this cause 
peculiarly so, arrayed as we are against all classes 
and interests, and where a single misstep entails such 
disastrous consequences. 

Hitherto, if Ohio had gone wrong, her sister States 
were at hand, holding up the standard and keeping the 
beacon-fire bright and unchanging, to win her back 
toduty and union. If Massachusetts, blinded or de- 
ceived, had faltered, the weakness or indecision would 
{have spread only over a single State. But let the 








sumed by the American Anti-Slavery Society in rela-! 








line, and precept upon precept, in the way of pains and 
Penalties, it would all signify nothing—the vile trade 
would still go on—the laws would, by means of cun- 
ning and stratagem, be evaded—and the hofrors of 
this traffic would be aggravated rather than diminish- 
ed ;’—if all naval and colonial attempts to destroy the 
trade have proved ineffectual, and worse than useless ; 
—then the belief, gravely expressed in the Report, 
‘that a single sloop of war and an armed schooner, 
regularly stationed, during the more salubrious season 
of each successive year, at some selected points upon 
the African coast, would so disturb the intercourse be- 
tween the slave-dealers and the natives, as to bring 
about eventually, and perhaps speedily, an entire 
abandonment of the trade,’ is absurd, delusive, pre- 
posterous. 

; 10. Resolved, That there is only one way in which 
ithe slave-trade can be destroyed—and that is, by abol- 
| ishing slavery ; for common sense and commercial 
|history decide, that, in order to destroy a particular 
| trafic, THE MARKET must be destroyed—otherwise, 
| the supply, in spite of all prohibitions, will nearly 
feat the demand. Therefore, 

11. Resolved, That all the energies of Christendom 
should be directed to effect the immediate abolition of 
slavery throughout the world, and no longer be wasted 
in vainly endeavoring to destroy a traffic which is 
nourished and made indispensable by the existence of 
|the slave system; and that all those who apologize 
for that system, or object to its instant annihilation, 
are, in effect, the friends and patrons of the foreign 
slave-trade. 

12. Resolved, That the allusion in the Report to ‘the 
untiring~geal and efforts of the Colonization Suciety, 
and its kindred auxiliary associations,’ if intended to 
be complimentary to that Society, is not merited; and 
that thedescription given of the colonists in Liberia, 








| State societies be suspended,---entrust exclusive pow- 
er to a committee at New York—and one mistake is 
ruin—and not tu one State only, but the whole cause. | 
Let the trumpet there once give an uncertain sound, | 
let one heart waver, the whole host is broken up—the | 


is not warranted by the facts in the case, thoagh it 
may have been by the late statements made to the 
Committee by an agent of that Society. 

13. Resolved, That the thanks of the friends of 
emancipation, every where, are due to the Hon. S, G. 





‘as slavery. 

Resolved, That the Pulpit, the Press, the Monthly 
Concert, the organization and action of Societies, peti- | 
non, and the ballot box, are the most powerful and et- 
fectual remedies tor this mammoth sin ; and thatevery } 

| person high or low, rich or poor, public or private, who 
can conscientiously use them, and possess the right so} 
| to do, is in duty bound to apply them to the utmost of | 


j his ability for this purpose, ull every yoke be broken 


} asunder, and the oppressed are set free. | 
Resolved, That we approve the late doings of the 
joard of Managers of the County Society, inviting the 
agents of the American Society to lecture, organize 
| Societies, and collect funds in this County, and taking 
upon themselves to see that the work, so long 
{ neglected, is done ; and that they may depend on our 
co-operation, to the extent of our means, to sustain 
them, till every towa in the county is abolitionized. 


S. M. STANLEY, Svecretary of the meeting. 





} Braproxp, Feb. 25th, 1839. 
| Mer Epiron:—At a regular meeting of the East 
Bradford Anti-Slavery Suciety, the following resolu- 
tions were adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That we are not of the number, who hold 
}toan inequality of natural rights, graduated by the 
color of the skin, or the texture of the hair; buat repu 
diate the doctrine as anti-republican and fallacious ; 
still holding with the drafters, signers and adopters of 
|the Declaration of American Independence, that ‘all 
men are created equal,’ and, consequently, entitled to 
jthe same political rights and privileges which are 


jequally the inalienable, hereditary birthright inherit- 


ance of every citizen, whether he wear an ebony or | 


Anglo-Saxon hue. 

Resolved, That all laws in Massachusetts bearing 
unequally upon her colored citizens, loyal subjects of 
the Commonwealth, or affecting them prejudicially ei- 


, are not only at war with the structure of her govern- 
ment, but dishonorable to her character, renowned as 
she ever has been for her liberal legislation ; ana that 
/the onward march of free principles demands of those 
jat present possessing the power, the immediate repeal 
|ofevery such statute, that they no longer pollute her 
civil code. 

| Resolved, That we have heard with sorrow of the 
jcourse pursued by some of the members of our state 
| legislature, in respect to petitions submitted to them, 
| praying for the repeal of such laws ; and especially 
would we express our disapprobation of the position 
assumed by one of the Representatives from Bradford, 
(Mr. Greenleaf,) not only in opposing their reference to 


ther in their religious, relative, social or political rights, | 


high table-land of righteous legislation—rTHaT ALL ARE 
CREATED FREE AND EQUAL. 
Yours for the slave and all in bonds with him, 
MARIA W. CHAPMAN. 
Saturday, March Sth. 


A treasurer in this city recently forwarded $50 to the 
agent, which had been obtained in a few months by 
the exertions of a small band of Sabbath School teach- 
lers. The Manuals and cards to be used in carrying 
| out this system may be obtained at 25, Cornhill, or 32, 
| Washington st. Boston, or of Mrs. Sarah Earle at Wor- 
_cester, as also the Plea for the Slave, No. IIL. designed 
\ for distribution among all the contributors. S. 


{ 
| 





COLOSSAL NOTHINGNESS! 
} Just before the late Congress adjourned— 
| Mr. WEBSTER said that there remained in his 
|hands several petitions on the subjects of slavery in 
{the District, the slave-trade, &c. which it was his duty 
|to present to the Senate. His colleague, also, had re- 
| ceived several petitions, and one very numerously and 
lrespectably signed, which he now presented, had been 
|committed to their joint care. In regard to this last, 
he and his colleague had been requested to move its 
| reference to a select committee of the Senate. But 
} this petition had come to hand at so late a day, that, 
jif such a motion had been made, those who are ad- 
| Verse to the reception of all such petitions, or to their 
|consideration, would have found a ready objection to 
the motion in the near approach of the day of adjourn- 
iment. 

On the subjects of these petitions, (Mr. Wexster re- 
| marked,) he and his colleague had heretofore repeatedly 
‘expressed their opinions. They had, frequently and 
| fully, stated what they thought on the power of Con. 
| gress over slavery and the slave trade in the District; 
as that power stands on the plain provisions of the 
‘Constitution, without any limitation, as they have 

thought, either express or implied. They have thought, 
|indeed, that Congress could not, constitutionally, have 
| accepted any cession of territory from the States, for 
the seat of Government, subject to anv qualification, 
)or tacit or implied limitation, of that exclusive juris- 
‘diction which it is declared Congress shall exercise 
!over such District. 

‘They had stated their opinions, also, on the unques- 
|tionabie right of petition ; and on what had appeared 
| to them to be the true course, both of duty and policy, 

for Congress to pursue in regard to such petitions. 

On all these points they had nothing to add, and 
/nothing to retract. No one, who desired to know their 
} sentiments, could fail to learn them from their votes 
{and their opinions, so often expressed. These opin- 
jions, they had seen nothing, and heard nothing, to 





| @ proper cominittee,(thus insulting the petitioners,) but |change; and in presenting these petitions, therefore, 
\in speaking contemptuously of their knowledge of the | they referred to what they had declared on so many 


march of the whole arrested. With no distrust of the | Goodrich, of the Senate, for having introduced (though 
individuals composing the committee, it is the system ineffectually,) a series of resolutions as an amendment 
we deprecate. {tothe Report on the subject of slavery in the District 

We are unwilling to believe that the men and wo-! of Columbia, affirming the duty of Congress immedi- 
men of the Commonwealth are ready thus to peril our | ately to abolish slavery in that District, and denounce. 
holy enterprize. We have protested in your name | ing the gag-resolutions adopted by the late Congress, 
against the course of the Parent Society; but in a crisis | as ¢ at once a violation of the inherent and inalienable 
so peculiar, the free voice of Massachusetts—the | rights of petition and free discussion, an alarming evi- 
whole State—must support that protest, or it avails | dence ofa settled design (and one which has already 
nothing. | advanced far towards consumnmation,) to make the 

If we are wrong—if you are ready to surrender the | Constitution of the United States the shield under 
responsibility, and place yourselves and the slave in | which slavery is to be protected and perpetuated.’ 
the hands of a few individuals—then it becomes us| 14. Resolved, That all those laws which proscribe, 
to ask, of what use is the cumbrous machinery of a degrade or punish men on account of their complexion 
state organization, and whether it would not be better) are not only inhuman and irrational, but contain the 
to dissolve the Massachusetts Society, and let those essence of all @espotism, are insulting to Almighty 
who assume the whole power bear also the burden! God, and an impeachment of divine wisdom and good- 
and responsibility of the cause ? ness. ‘ 

The decision of this question is doubly important 15. Resolved, That the law of this Commonwealth, 
now in consequence of the approaching anniversary | which pronounces the marriage of white and colored 
of the Am. Society, for the instruction of which the! persons to be null and void, illegitimates their children, 
voice of Massachusetts should be distinctly heard. and punishes with fine or imprisonment the clergyman 

FRANCIS JACKSON, President. | who shall unite them in wedlock, is a bold, deliberate, 

W. Puiturs, Rec. Sec’y pro tem, per profligate abolition of the mariiage institution, and 
;tramples under foot the sacred injunction, ‘ What God 
GREAT ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING IN MARL. | hath joined together, let not man put asunder.’ 

BORO’ CHAPEL. | 16. Resolved, That so long as that law remains in 

Agreeably to public notice, a meeting of the aboli- the Statute-Book, and is practically enforced, just so 
tionists of Bostou and vicinity was heid in Marlboro’ long will it betrue that the people of this Common. 
Chapel on Monday evening last, for the purpose of tak- wealth are virtually guilty of shameful immorality and 
ing some action upon the recent Reports of the Com-_ brutal oppression. 
mittees of the Siate Legislature upon the subject ofsla-| 17. Resolved, That whoever, with a clear apprehen- 
very in the District of Columbia—the foreign slave-| sion of its desiga and tendency, is opposed to the im. 
trade—and the laws of this Commonwealth respecting mediate repeal of that unnatural law, (which foolishly 
complexional distinctions among its inhabitants. The, attempts to regalate human affection and love by 
spacious building was densely crowded by a highly in- | physical force, by pains and penalties, ) is opposed to 
telligent and respectable audience—among whom were | the inalienable rights of man, cannot be traly virtuous 
many members of the Legislature, and a large num-/in heart, disregards the law of Goi, hates his fellow- 
ber of citizens from the neighboring towns. man without a cause, and, under favorable circum- 

The meeting was called to order by Wenxvett Purt- | stances, would not hesitate to hold another in slavery. 
tips, and on motion, Francis Jackson was appointed; 18. Resolved, That the Report of the Committee on 
chairman, and Charles P. Bosson Secretary. Address- | the Judiciary, to whom were referred sundry petitions 
es were made by James G. Birney, Wendell Phillips,| praying for a repeal of this law, is slanderous, con- 
and Henry B. Stanton, which were listened to with | temptaous and profligate in the extreme—and most 
close attention and elicited Joud applause, after the in- | disgraceful to the unhappy author of it. 
troduction of the following resolutions by Mr. Garri-| 19. Resolved, That the adoptien of this Report by 
son, who accompanied them by a few brief remarks: |the House of Representatives, illustrates the moral 

1. Resolved, That the existence of slavery and the | character of its members in no enviable light, and is a 
slave-trade, with all their thronging horrors, in the | gTi¢vous ontrage upon decency, justice, and religion. 
District of Columbia, proves that the American people; 20. Resolved, That this question is not and cannot 
are utterly estranged, as a people, from God; ‘filled | be narrowed down to one of mere matrimony, but in- 
with all unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, | V°!Ves the whole question of human rights, and of the 











subject-matter of their petition—thus violating the | 
- } 
| dutics of a representative, and the common courtesies 


| of life. 


previous occasions. 
We avow, unhesitatingly, that we have a higher re- 
|spect for Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Clay, in regard to the 


Voted, That the above resolutions, signed by the | manly though desperately wicked course they have 


| Chairman and Secretary, be forwarded to the Libera- 
tor and Massachusetts AbOlitionist for publication. 
MOSES P. ATWOOD, Sec. pro. tem. 
Wa. S. Batcu, Chairman. 





Brapeprp, March 11, 1839. 


, 
} Atan adjourned meeting of the Bradford Anti-Sla- 


pursued on the subject of slavery, than we have for 
Messrs. Webster and Davis. We groan in spirit to 
witness such self-complacency, heartlessness, and ne- 
glect of duty, by the boasted ‘ Defender of the Consti- 
tution.’ But we have no room for comment. 


Meztine 1n Manizoro’ Cuaret. The anti-slavery 





very Society, held at the Academy Hall, Wednesday 


meeting which was held in this noble edifice, on Mon- 


|evening, March 6, the following preamble and resolu. | day evening last, was probably the largest ever wit- 


tion were passed : 
’ 


nessed in this city, on this great question. Mr. Bir- 


| Whereas certain persons, by their active exertions, ; ney, Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Stanton, were the speakers, 


j}have prevented the publication of several resolves | and they spoke in ‘thoughts that breathe. and words 


l that we ssed ¢ : pting of this S f 
| that were pa ed at the last meeting of this Society, ! that burn.’ 


) relating to the course pursued by Mr. Greenleaf, in re- | 
gard to a petition that was presented to the Legislature | 


The several Reports which we have plac- 


}ed on our first page, were reviewed with merited se- 
of this State, (of which he is a member,) the Society | verity. Our own views, as expressed on that occa- 


| having voted, that the resolves should be signed by the sion, are contained in the resolutions offered by us to 
Chairman and Secretary, and sent to the Essex Ga-!the meeting, and which were adopted unanimously. 


| zette and the Liberator for publication, which was ac- 
‘cordingly done; but, by the agency and influence of 
| political friends, the press has been muzzted, and this | 
Society has been prevented from proclaiming to the! 
| pubhe, that they are opposed to such illiberal and par-| 
tial legislators ;—theretore, } 
| Resolved, That we highly approve of the doings of | 
| the last meeting; and that we feel called upon to ex-! 
press our astonishment and regret, that any should be 
found among us so recreant to the cause, and so much 
| preferring political partizans and party leaders, to the { 
| principles of justice and equality, as to attempt to gag | 
, this Society by muzzling the press. | 
{ Voted, That the resolutions be signed by the Chair-! 
iman and Secretary, and sent to the ‘ Liberator’ for | 
publication. 


| 
j 


JAMES MERRILL, Chairman. 
Goruam P. Tanpy, Sec’y. 
PROTEST. 
William S. Balch and Peter Parker, Jr. requested to 
‘ave the following protest entered upon the record, | 
igainst the doings of the meeting. 
We object to the vote passed this evening, approvin 
if the doings of the Society on Feb. 25th, particularly | 
to that which directs the publishing of the same; be-! 
‘ause we think that after the intimations given by | 
Mr. Greenleat since the passage of the resolves, in| 
‘eference to him, that the report of his observations, | 
1s it appeared in the papers, was not correct, and that | 
if time were allowed, he believed that he should, by | 
naking a full and fair statement of the case, be able | 
to satisfy the members of the Society; and because | 
we think such opportunity should have been given | 
him before such publication, as an act of ynstice to him | 
‘and to the Society. WILLIAM 8. BALCH, | 
PETER PARKER, Jr. 


Braprorp, March 6, 1839. 





nb atiiowcwe 


(C> The reason why we delayed inserting the spir- 

ited proceedings of the Bradford A. S. Society was on 
jaccount of receiving the following letter, which con- 
| tained a request that we regarded as just and reasona- 
|ble. We presume the political fate of Mr. Greenleaf 
jis sealed in Bradford.—Ed. Lib. 


Braproarp, March Sih, 1839. 


| Dear Sir: 
| As the subject of the Resolutions passed by our An- 
{ti Slavery Society, which we forwarded for publish- 
| ment, censuring the conduct of Mr. Greenleaf, has 
joecasioned considerable excitement, and it 1s presum- 
ed that farther action will be had upon them to-mor- 
row (Wednesday) evening, at a meeting then to be 
held; as individual members of the Society, we would 
| request you to delay the publishment of those resolu- 
| Lops, ull after that time. Mr. Greenleaf asserts that 
| his remarks were not correctly reported in the public 
| journals, and has promised to favor us with a correct 
| report of the sentiments expressed oa that occasion by 
j himself. Wishing to afford him every opportunity of 
| vindicating himself from the charges alleged against 
him, we tender this request, which has been consented 
to by more than half the members present at that 
meeting. 
With respect, we are yours in the cause of liberty 
and human rights, WILLIAM S BALCH, 
MOSES P. ATWOOD, 
PETER PARKER, Jr, 


|* political action’ party—has appeared. 


The author of the Report on the Marriage Law re. 
ceived one of the severest castigations, at the hands of 
Mr Phillips, ever inflicted by mortal man. 

We trust the ball will be kept in motion by our abo- 
lition brethren throughout the Commonwealth. 





Mr. Cotver’s Discourse. The Discourse of Mr. 
Colver in behalf of the Asylum for Colored Orphans, 
delivered at the Marlboro’ Chapel, on Sunday evening 
last, was creditable to his head and heart, and was 
listened to with deep interest by a crowded assembly. 
Ilis remarks in relation to the murderous spirit of 
caste were peculiarly pertinent and forcible, and must 
have carried conviction to every candid mind. The 
collection amounted to $80 00, a larger sum than has 
ever been contributed on any former occasion, though 
much smaller than the wants of the institution re- 
quire. oh 








To Corresponnents. We have, as usual, many 
communications on file for insertion—among cthers, 
(in addition to those already enumerated,) a very in- 
teresting letter from James Mott, of Philadelphia, also 
one from P. Crandall, of Fall River, and the proceed- 
ings of the quarterly meeting of the Amesbury and 
Salisbury Female A. S. Society. We have concluded 
to postpone the publication of the letter from our cs 
teemed friend Denison, at least for the present. 





The Massachusetts Abolitionist—the organ of the 
The first 
) number contams an article called a ‘Colonization Tri- 
jalogne,’ in the writing and publication of which there 
jis betrayed more recklessness of the claims of truth, 
;and candor, than in any thing that we have met with 
in a pewspaper for along time before. A bad begin- 

uing this, for men who profess to dislike the Libera- 
| tor’s temper.— Vermont Chronicle. 





LECTURE BY MRS. PRINCE. 

A lecture will be delivered by Mrs. Nancy Prince, 
}on the manners and customs of Rassia, on Thursday 
)evening, the 21 inst. in Smith’s School Room, Belknap 
street, commencing at 7 o'clock P.M. Tickets 12, 
1-2 cts. to be had at the shops of J. B. Catler, Cham- 
ber street, J. T. Hilton and L. Hutchinson, Brattle 
| street, Thomas Cole, Congress street, and also at the 
| door on the evening of the lecture. 

Some drawings of the cities of Cronstadt and Pe- 
tersburg will be exhibited. Mrs. Prince has resided 
in the latter city about ten years ; and, consequently, 
| will be enabled to give an account of many interesting 
‘events which transpired daring that time. 





ADELPHIC UNION. 

A lecture will be delivered on Tuesday Evening, 
March 19, at the Smith School Room. Subject, Paea- 
maticks, to be illustrated by a number ot Experiments 
with an extensive Apparatus. 

To commence at 7 o'clock. 

JOHN T. HILTON, Pres. 

Wa. C. New, Secretary. 





maliciousness ; inventors of evil things; without un- 
derstanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affec- | 
tion, implacable, unmerciful.’ 

2. Resolved, ‘That the Seat of Government of the 
United States presents a spectacle that is in the highest | 
degree revolting to humanity, and disgraceful to the na- 
tion ; that its soil is covered with pollution, and stained | 
with innocent blood; and that its capitol is Tue Av-| 
GeAN Stasis or Siavery, and not rue sacrep Temr_e 
or Linerry. 

3. Resolved, That the humane, the moral, and the 
religious portion of the inhabitants of this Common- 
wealth, who have in great numbers, ant without a dis- 
sentient voice, petitioned the Legislature, at its present 
session, to assert the right ant the daty of Congress 
immediately to abolish slavery in the District of Colam- 
bia, by rescinding every law which sanctions that 
dreadful system, have as far as in them lies redeemed 
the tarnished character of Massachusetts, and acted in 
accordance with the claims of Christianity and the 
principles of Republicanism. 

4. Resolved, That the Report of the Joint Commit- 
tee, to whom their petitions were referred, IS NOT A 
RESPONSE TO THEIR PRAYER—is feeble in its 
spirit, ambiguous in its phraseology, and tame in ex- 
pression—trifles with the claims of bleeding humanity, 
disregards the united and clearly expressed voice of 
THE PEOPLE, and is unworthy of the free spirit of 
Massachusetts in a great and solemn crisis like the 
present. 

5. Resolved, That the adoption of this Report by 

the Legislature, without discussion, without interroga- 
tion, and with absolaie indifference, shows that no re- 
liance is to be placed upon either of the political par- 
ties, as such; that the nomination of Henry Cray, 
a slave holder and the advocate of perpetual slavery — 
and the re-election of Mantix Van Buren, a pliant and 
servile abettor of slave holders—ire jointly regarded 
by them as paramount tothe cause of human rights 
and the overthrow of tyranny; and that an alliance of 
abolitionists with either party would prove fatal to the 
success of their sacred enterprise. 
6. Resolved, That the Committee above alluded to, 
in neglecting to report, and the Legislature in declin- 
ing to atopt, resolutions condemnatory of those which 
were ofiered in the U. S. House of Representatives in | 
December last, by a recreant member from New- | 
Hampshire, and sanctioned by that boly—virtually de- 
nying the right of petition to the people, and of free- 
dom of speech in Congress to their represeatatives— 
deserve to receive a stern and indignant rebuke from | 
the freemen of Massachusetts. 

7. Resolved, That the Report of the Joint Commit- 
tee upon the foreign slave-trade afurds fresh evidence, 
in an official form, that that direful tra‘fic, instead of 
being crippled by the efforts of Britieh philanthropy, 
British legislation, or British craizers—by the colonial 
establishments of Sierra Leonean i Liberia—or by the 
enactments of the Congress of the United States, de- 
claring it to be piracy—‘is, in fact, now carried on to 
even a greater extent than formerly, and under cir 
cumstances of aggravated cruelty and barbarity.’ 

8. Resolved, That the startling fact contained in th® 
Report, that ‘this extensive and horrible traffic in hu- 
man flesh,—particularly since it has been declared by 
the American and British nations as amounting to pira- 
cy,—has been, in a great measure, carried on by 
means of sharp, clipper-built vessels of American con- 
structioa, which, in very many instances, have been 
employed on account of American citizens,’ shows at 
one glance how deeply this nation is still involved in 
the guilt of the aforesaid traffic, and how unavailing 
are ail penal laws for its suppressiva, while the slave- 
system is permitted to exist. 

9. Respived, That if, in the language of the Report, 
‘it is obvious that, althongh our national legislators 








should continue as they have done, to pile line upon 


! equality ant oneness of mankind ; and, therefore, that 
the erasure of this enactment from the Statute Book 
would not be any expression of the Legislature, either 


| as to the propriety or impropriety of white and colore 


persons being united together in wedlock. 

21. Resolved, That the intelligent and virtuous wo. 
men of this Commonwealth, who have petitioned for 
the abrogation of all laws making a distinction as to 
the color of the skin, as founded in hatred aad inju.- 
tice, have performed a praiseworthy act, evinced their 
regard for the sacredness of the marriage institution, 
and deserve to be honorably remembered by posterity. 

22. Resolved, That the scurrilous and libellous man- 
ner in which they are treated in the Report of the Ju- 
diciary Committee, cannot possibly injure their virtu- 
ous reputation, but will redound to the lasting disgrace 
of every member of that Committee. 

23. Resolved, That the taunt contained in the Report 
—to wit, that ‘it 1s to be lamented that the light of 
chivalry has grown so dim over this ancient Common. 
wealth, that not one of its. brave men has lent his 
name to aid the prayers of a thousand women’—is to 
be regarded, in fact, as a high panegyric upon the 
more active philanthropy of woman, and will not fail 
to ensure, at the next session of the Legislature, such 
a demonstration of opinion and feeling on the part of 
she abolitionists of this State, OF BOTH SEXES, as 
has never yet been witnessed on any subject. 

21. Resolved, That the representative who could 
rise in his place and say, unblushingly, with referonce 
to a petition signed by many estimable women of 
Dorchester, that ‘he did not believe there was a virta- 
ous Woman among them,’ is unfit to represent ary but 
lewd and brutal constitueats, and should be hurled 
from his seat by an insulted community—as should 
also the representative, who had the daring presump- 
tion to move that the petition be not received by the 
House. 

25. Resolved, That great praise is due to Mr. Brad. 
bara, of Nantucket, for the able, dignified, and sue- 
cessful manner in which he defended the motives, and 
advocated the prayer of the petitioners in the House of 

Representatives. 

26. Resolved, That the abolitionists of this Common- 
wealth owe it to themselves, to the cause of human 
rights, and to a pure christianity, to ascertain, in their 
several towns, who of their representatives voted, and 
in what manner, or for what reasoa they declined vot- 
ing, oa the infamous Report of the Judiciary Com. 
mittee, respecting the holy institution of marriage ; 
and to govera themselves accordingly, at the ballot. 
box, at the next election. 

27. Resolved, That this meeting recommend to the 
various antj-slavery societies in Massachusetts, to hold 
public meetings in relation to the doings of the Legis- 
jature, as soon as practicable, and to express their 
sentiments in a minner becoming freemen, philan- 
thropists and christians ; so that the ball of moral and 
political revolatioa, which we here start this evening, 
shall be kept in motion, antl the Statute Book of this 
State cease to repeal an ordinance of heaven, and bet- 
ter men shall occupy the places of those who now 
misrepresent a moral and religious people. 

Voted, That the proceedings of this meeting, signed 
by the Chairman and Secretary, be offered for publica- 
tion to such anti-slavery and other papers, in this 
State, friendly to the cause of liberty, as may be wil- 
ling to give them aa insertion. 

The resolutions having been unanimously adopted, 
the immense assembly adjourned sine dic. 

FRANCIS JACKSON, Chairman} 

Caantes P. Bosson, Secry' 








Hosritatity. The abolitionists of Boston ought to 
make liberal arrangements for the accommodation of 
the dewegates to the approaching quarterly meeting. 
Will they not look to it immediately ? 








TO ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETIES 
AND THE FRIENDS OF EMANCIPATION IN 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

In consequence ef the peculiar state of the anti-sla- 
very cause in this Commonwealth, at the present time, 
(growing out of the unhappy division which has lately 
been witnessed in the abolition ranks,)—by the advice 
of many friends, in whose jadgment we place much 
confidence—ana for the purpose’ of sapplying with a 
cheap paper, those who feel unalile to take the Libera- 
tor, as well as anti-slavery societies, which may wish 
te obtain copies of sucha publication for gratwitous 
distribution—we shall issue, without delay, a weekly 
journal, to be called ‘ THE CRADLE OF LIBERTY,’ 
and devoted exclusively to the swhject of slavery. It will 
be printed on a sheet half the size of the Liberator, the 
matier to be made up of the best anti-slavery articles 
contained in this paper, and afforded at the low rate 
of seventy-five cents per annum !—or two copies for $1 
—payment to be made in advance, in all cases. 
| We deem the spirit which actnates the present or- 
| ganization of the Massachusetts Society, as the real 
) and highest standard of abolition. We would not see 
jitchanged. One reason; tierefore, which induces us 
|to put forth this little sheet, is the belief that a new or- 
| ganization is intended at no distant day, through the 
| instrumentality of a rival publication recently started 
{in this city, and by that spirit of sectarianism which is 
in its nature ever hostile te the genius of liberty. We 
shall continue, of course, to advocate the immediate 
abolition of slavery, and urge upon all in official sta- 
tions, or who view it to be their duty to go to the polls, 
or who are conuected with any chureh‘or religious de- 
nomination, to wield whatever influence they possess, 
for the deliverance of the oppressed—to shake off all 
| party trammels, and sacrifice all selfish’and sectarian 
\ feelings upon the altar of humanity: We shali have 
but one object—rne siave—and hope, by Heaven’s 
| strength, while engaged in its advocacy, to disregard 
jand tread under foot every prejudice, party, creed, sect, 
profession, caste, law or custom, that shall stand in 
| the way of its accomplishment. 
iy" The approaching quarterly meeting of the 
| State Society will furnish a good opportunity for indi- 
viduals and A. 8. Societies to send in orders for the 
Crapie or Lirerty. 











QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE STATE SO- 
CIETY. 

| It will be pereeived by a notice’ in another column, 
| that the next quarterly meeting of the Massachusetts 
| Anti-Slavery Society is to be held in this city on the 
26th inst. In consequence of the unexpected and ex- 
traordinary course of the Executive Committee at New 
York, in abruptly setting aside the arrangement en- 
tered into ten months ago with the State Society, the 
Board have felt constrained, by a sense of duty, to 
issue a special call to the Abolitionists of the Com- 
/monwealth, urgiag their attendance wpon this meeting, 
{in order that, after mutual consultation, and a full and 
| free discussion of the whole question, they may dcter- 
mine what course should be pursued to preserve the 
integrity of the cause at so important and interesting 
acrisis. We trust that their call will be responded to 
by all who feel any interest in the question ht issue, 
whatever may be their opinions in relation to-the action 
of the Committee or of the Board. Let there be a full 
and free expression of the sentiments of the abolition- 
ists of the Commonwealth, without any distinction of 
sect or party, that the Board may know whether their 
course is condemned or approved by those who have 
placed them as sentinels on the watch-tower of our 
holy cause. Meetings should be immediately called, 
and delegates appointed in the several towns, and all 
other necessary steps taken to secure a full representa- 
tion from all parts of the Commonwealth. J. 





| 





Free Discussron. We have received from Amos A. 
Phelps a communication, which would occupy six or 
sevencolumns ofour paper, reviewing the recent address 
of the Board of Managers of the Massachusetts A. S. 
Society, on the subject of the difficulties between said 
Board and the Executive Committee of the Parent So- 
ciety. The communication is not in the form of a pro- 
| test against the doings of the State Board, designed to 
relieve its author from responsibility as a member of 
that body, but is in fact an extended argument against 

the course of the Board,and in favor of that of the Com- 
| sities at New York. We decline to publish at for the 
| following reasons : 

| 1. The parties to the controversy are the Board of 
| Managers of the State Socicty and the Executive Com- 
| mittee at New York, both which are abundantly capa- 
| ble of managing theirown cause. We have published 
‘the address of the Board, and shall cheerfally publish 
,the reply of the Executive Committee whenever it may 
be sent to us; but we are under no obligation to open 
our columns tv any individual, or body of individuals, 
except the parties themselves, who are entitled to equal 
and exact justice atourhands. ‘The only circumstance 
which can give bro. Phelps any special claim toa hear- 
ing is the fact, that he is a member of the Board; but 
as he has already relieved himself of all personal re- 
sponsibility in the case, by stating that-he does not ap- 
prove the course which the Board has seen fit to take, 
we see not why we should be required to admit him to 
our columns as a champion of one of the parties. 

2. The extreme length of bro. Phelps’s article, the 
crowded state of our columns, and an anxious desire 
(to curtail, so far as justice to both parties will allow, a 
| controversy of so unpleasant a character, constitute 
another reason in favor of our decision. It seems not 
a little extraordinary to us, that while the Address of 
the Board has been carefully excluded from the new 
paper, one of its prominent managers should expect us 
to publish an article from his pen more than twice as 
long as that address ; and that, too, before the Execu- 
tive Committee at New York, the party concerned, has 
seen fit to make any reply! Our readers would have 
just cause to complain, if, at the present stage of the 
eontroversy, we should open our columns, indiserimi- 
nately, to what individuals on either side might wish to 
say ; and to open them to brother Phelps, to the exclu- 
sion of others, would be neither courteous nor just. 

3. The approaching quarterly meeting of the State 
Society will furnish not only bro. Phelps, but all others 
who desire it, ample opportunity fer the expression of 
their views, and thus render it unnecessary for us to 
fill our columns with an extended discussion; to the ex- 
clusion of much important matter. 2. 











Notice. Mr. John Si Hall is daty authorised to 
act as travelling agent to procure subscriptions to the 
Liberator. He is commended to the hospitality and 
assistance of the friends of the paper. 





(Cc About twenty thousand persons have petitioned 
the Legislature, on the subject of slavery, this session 
aerate 








ABOLITION CONVENTICN—FOURTH’ CGON- 
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT. 

A Convention of the Abokitionists ofthe Fourth Con- 
gressional Distriet, will be treld at the Middlesex Ho- 
tel, in Concord, on Wednesday, 20th inst. at 10 0’clock, 
A. M. 
The several Abolition Societies in the district are 
requested to send fil delegations, and where there is 
no society in a town, let the abolitionists resolve them- 
selves into a delegation and come. . 

As important matters, in reference to the pending 
election in the District, will come before the meeting, 
jt is desirable that every town b¢ represented. 

A. FARNSWORTH, Committee 
appoiated to call the Convention. 

March 12th, 1839. 





MAHAN ON CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 
ipture Doctrine of Christian Perfection; with 
oe taal subjects, illustrated’and' confirmed in a 
series of Discourses designed to throw light on the 
way of holiness. By Rev. Asa Mahan, President of 
the Oberlin Collegiate Institute. Price 62 4-2 cents. 
For sale at 25 Cornhill. 








REPORT OF THE HOLDEN SLAVE CASE. 
rial at the Janaaty terar of the court of Common 
Piecas, for the Coanty of Worcester, A. D. 1539. 
Published by the Board of Directors of the Holdeu 
An#-Slavery Socicty. An spescocting pamphlet of 32 
pages. For sale at 25, Cornhill. ce 12 1-2 cents. 





FREE LABOR MOLASSES 
FREE LABOR MOLASSES ss the Saadwich 
Islands, of superior quality, for sale dy, 
nero ISHOP & WITHINGTON. 
Corner of Salem & Hanover Streets. | 
. Sunt 
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NON-RESISTANCE. 








BRUTAL AND BLOODY SENTIMENTS. 
From the Boston Post. 

Mu. Greexe—I have beard that Governor Everett 
has sent a message to the Legislature, saying that we 
have nothing to do with the troubles in Maine. | con- 
fess that though I agree with him in polities, (as far as 
I have any,) I could no longer keep down my indigna- 
tion on hearing this, but boiled over in the following 
verses, which you may print if you will :— 

Ye Yankees of the Bay State, 
With whom no dastards mix! 
Shall Everett dare to stifle 
The fire of seventy-six ? 
Up with the towering pine-tree,* 
As it proudly waved of yore, 
Though its gnarled roots be watered 
With the dearest of our gore! 
Then up with the pine-tree, 
The tall New England pine! 
We'll fight beneath its shadow, 
As it waves above the line! 
Where Warren fell for freedom, 
His spirit lingers still, 
And freemen’s heart beat proudly 
Round glorious Bunker Hill. 
The hireling foe would gladly 
That death-stained hill forget— 
The red coats shall be redder. 
Ere many suns have set. 
The pine-tree! the pine-tree! 
The tall New England pine! 
We'll shrink but from dishonor 
As it waves above the line! 
The spirit of the pilgrims 
Still liveth in their sons, 
And it shall live forever— 
Stern granite-hearted ones! 
Our mother-land .s rocky, 
But we love her rugged face ; 
Like her, she reers her children 
A free and tough-knit raee. 
Hurrah for the pine-tree! 
The tall New-England pine ! 
It tells us of the pilgrims, 
As it waves above the line! 
By every hill aad valley 
Where pilgrim blood hath flowed, 
And where their marty spirit 
Hath still its old abode— 
We will not let the red coats 
Set foot within our soil! 
We'll teach them that the Yankees 
Can rient as well as tol! 
Kneel, kneel round the pine tree! 
The tali New-England pine! 
Its sirong trunk points to Heaven, 
As it waves above the line! 
Then up with the pine-tree! 
Its boughs shall wave again, 
And quiver with the shoutings 
Of lion-hearted men! 
For while our fathers’ heart's blood 
Yet calleth us aloud, 
Before the storm of battle, 
Its crest shall ne’er be bowed! 
Shout, shout for the pine-tree ! 
It waveth o’er us now— 
In the dreadful storm of battle 
Its head shall never bow! 





* The pine was on the flags at Bunker Hill. 





From the Hampshire Gazette. 
OUR COUNTRY. 
We boast of freedom—white and black are slaves! 
And of religion—God knows we are knaves. 
Free! when we have a padlock on our mouth! 
Free! when we dare not travel to the south! 
Where life and property are insecure ; 
Where death and insult citizens endure ; 
Where, if our southern lords the thing require, 
Post Office contents must be doomed to fire! 
And when their mandate by a mob is spoken, 
Buildings are wrapt in flames, and presses broken ; 
And lest the withering curse should be removed, 
Dough-faces from the north have traitors proved. 
Religious! when the church hold men in chains ; 
And clergy thus the word of God explains : 
To gratify their lusts and love of gold, 
That souls and bodies may be bought and sold! 
Our laws annul the plain command of heaven : 
The Sabbath was from flaming Sinai given, 
And if our Ahabs Naboth’s field desire, 
Their might is right, and Naboth must retire. 
The standard of the Cross hath been unfurled 
In various parts of our benighted world ; 
We boast of sending bread to distant shores, 
While millions perish at our very doors. 
Astounding facts! and yet how little felt! 
How few lament for all this sin and guilt! 
Instead of rioting in wealth and ease, 
A shuddering horror should the nation seize. 
As one confounded oft, I weeping stand, 
Viewing our guilty, highly favored land ; 
Not only tremble, thinking God is just, 
But raise the imploring cry as from the dust : 
O thou who hast in awful terror shone, 
When Sinai’s summit was thy burning throne ; 
From whence thou didst dispense thy fiery law, 
And strackthose Israclitish tribes with awe : 
O speak unto our imation, one and all, 
As near Damascus thou didst speak to Saul ; 
Like Ninevites, to whom the prophet went, 
Weeping in sackcloth may we all repent. 
Ye heralds of the Cross, no longer sleep ; 
Plead for the oppressed, and for your country weep; 
And as with trumpet-voices rend the air, 
May God in mercy our loved country spare. 


For the Liberator. 


THE GRAVE YARD. 
The dreary mansion of the dead— 
What melancholy feelings swell, 
As through these sombre walks I tread, 
And breathe to noise and strife farewell. 
Here sorrow finds an end, and grief, 
And pain, and life’s perplexing cares ; 
And here the mourner finds relief, 
By pouring out to heaven his prayers. 
While reading on each crumbling tomb, 
The names of those who once were blest 
With life, and health, and beauty’s bloom, 
What solemn feelings crowd my breast! 
Ah! little thought they when the throng 
Poured fulsome praises in their ears, 
And life was like a pleasant song, 
How brief were their delightful years! 
Beneath this polished marble lies 
A youth to vice and folly given— 
Whose talents would have made him wise, 
Had he but guidance sought from Heaven. 
But in the fascinating crowd, 
Where crimes the midnight hours consume, 
His system to his vices bowed, 
Ere youth gave place to manhood’s bloom. 
Beneath this monumental pile, 
i ! Which ages scarce can wear away, 
There sleeps the vilest of the vile, 
i As if his name would ne'er decay : 
Gold was his god, and he oppressed 
The widow and the orphan child ; 
No sympathy was in his breast — 
' On suffering man he never smiled. 
Beneath yon mound, without a stone 
Which men in thoughtless mood enee b 
Sleeps one to honors here unknown, " 
Who has a fadeless crown on high. 
But in the grave, the rich, the poor, 
The hamble, proud, are equal made ; 
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a i } To endless life this is the door— 
at Alike the path to endless shade. 
Han Ambition here must have an end— 
ath I read it on each crumbling tomb— 
‘a And haughty spirits here mast bend, 
be ‘Bi And hoary age and youthful bloom. 
Bi Portland. D.C C. 


‘THE POWERS THAT BE.’ 

The following law is in the Revised Statutes of 
Massachusetts, Chap. 76: 

‘ ALL MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED IN THIS STATE BETWEEN 
A WHITE PERSON anD a NeGro, Inpian on Mexarto, 
SHALL BE ABSOLUTELY VOID, WITHOUS ANY DECREE OF DI- 
VORCE OR OTHER LEGAL PROCESS.’ 

The marriage institution is an institution of God. 
No Auman tribunal can have power to change, modify 
or annul it. The circumstances under which it is 
lawful for human beings to enter the wedded state, 
and under which it may be dissolved, are specified by 
the All.-Wise Legislator and Founder of this institution. 


APPEAL 


OF THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY TO THE FRIENDS OF 
PEACE THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. 


Brethren and Friends,—A crisis has cone which de- 
mands our united efforts for the preservation of peace 
between ourselves anda nation from whose enmity we 
have more to fear, and from whose friendship more to 
hope for, than from any other nation on the globe. In 
the present state of feeling, we should expect little or 
no success from any appeal we could make to politi- 
cians ; and we therefore turn to the intelligent, pious 
and philanthropic portion of the community, who hold 
in theit hands a moral power sufficient to avert the ca- 
tastropke which now threatens us. 

We need not stop to review in detail the steps which 
have brought us to a crisis sodeeply deplorable. The 
executive of Maine, under cover of expelling trespass- 











Men can have no right to meddle with it, or to lay on | 


posed . 


the right to abolish the marriage institution, and ren- 
der it null and void; and have recorded their shame 
and infamy on the statute-books of the State. This 


institution in the dust. If two persons marry of differ- 
ent complexion, this State declares it null and void, 
without any process of divorce. 1 look not at the fact 
that human rights are scorned and trampled down ; I 
look not nove at the fact that the infamous law is based 
on prejudice and hatred toward a certain portion of 
our fellow-beings, on account of their complexion— 
nor to the countenance and support given by it to 
American slavery—that system of theft, robbery, and 
all pollution ; but I view this act of the on/y supreme 
power acknowledged by this State, as a State, in its 
hearings on the Divine government. It is a deliberate 
abolition of the marriage institution. 

And when our citizens eome forward to ask the Leg- 
islature to erase that impious law from the statute- 
books, see the treatment bestowed on them by these 
self-styled ministers of God! Their brutal language 
and conduct would better become debauchees and 
drunkards. See the Report made by a Committee of 
the Legislature, respecting distinctions of color, and 
signed WILLIAM LINCOLN, A rarer specimen of 
insulting irony, of vulgar abuse, of low and disgusting 
buffoonery, of gross misrepresentation, and of blasphe- 
mous ridicule and contempt of the holiest institution 
of Heaven, never was perused. Let the names of 
WILLIAM LINCOLN, of MiNOT THAYER, of 
BENJAMIN GREENLEAF, and all who composed 
the Committee who made that Report, and who joined 
in that crusade against the marriage institution, be re. 
membered. ‘Their names will ere long become a hiss- 
ing and a bye-word. 

The government of Massachusetts assumes, practi- 
cally, that the marriage institution is a merely civil or 
political institution, and may be annulled at the pleas- 
ure of the Legislature. In this light, the Committee, 
in their insulting and brutal Report, consider it. The 
Report and the Government practically assume, that 
the supreme power of the State has a right to abolish 
the marriage institution altogether, and to compel men 


like the brute creation. For if they assume power to 
annul it in one case, they may in all, 


husbands and wives at discretion. This power to 
abolish the marriage institution at will, is openly and 
shamelessly assumed by the Federal government, and 
by the governments of one half of the States. It is 
what must be expected of a community of men-stealers. 
But what shall now be said for Massachusetts? Her 


tity and purity of the morals of soviety!! Let the 
people of Massachusetts know, that their Legislature 
assume the right to dissolve the relation between 
husband and wife, as they see fit—to abolish the mar- 
riage imstitution in part or entirely. 


the right to abolish the marriage institution—to plant 
its iron heel on the authority and government of God— 
we are asked to acknowledge allegiance. Ministers 
of church and state, unite in decrying the Non-Re- 
sistants, because we will not acknowledge aliegiance 
to a government assuming the right to abolish the in- 
stitutions and government of God. To acknowledge 
allegiance to the government of Massachusetts, is 
treason against God. Most thankful am I that we 








have got such a disclaimer in our Constitution. The 
question to be determined iS—WHO SHALL RULE OVER 
vs? GOD OR MAN? I hope the Report of William 
Lincoln, together with the names of those men-ordained 
legislators, who, in the recent debate in the Legisla- 


tion, and those who are pleading for its purity and 
sanctity, will be preserved among the archives of the 
New England Non-Resistance Society. 

For the Law and Government of God, 
H. C. WRIGHT. 





‘OvT OF THINE OWN MOUTH WILL I conDEMN THEE.’ 

it 1s surprising to witness the inconsistency and 
disingenuousness of men, who acknowledge the truth 
of a prineiple when they have a point to gain by it, 
and at another time deny conclusions which unavoid- 
adly follow from the application of the same princi- 
ple, when it comes across some preconceived and dar- 
ling notion which they are not willing to relinquish. 
A few days since, I beard a clergyman who holds a 
prominent place in the Anti-Slavery ranks declaiming 
against the doctrine of non-resistance, and advocating 
the duty of obeying government, the magistrate, &c. 
He declared himself to be a peace man, though he did 
not like such ‘ stuff’ as he found in the Liberator, which, 
by the way, he considered a pernicious paper, and not 
fit for his family to read—and carrying out his prin- 
ciple of unconditiona! obedience, he said that the sol- 
dier in going to battle, was not to be held accounta- 
ble, but the neuter whose commands he was obeying! 
Now I presume this kind of morality is consistent 
with the views of many who profess to be teachers 
of christianity, but, it seems to me, it is not consistent 
With AvoLITION MORALITY, nor with old fashioned Bi- 
ble morality, which teaches us that we should ‘ obey 
God rather than men.’ I would ask that gentleman, 
should this meet his eye, whether he has not joined 
in our oft-repeated declaration of one of the funda- 
mental truths of abolitionism, that, if avy magistrate, 
sheriff, or other civil officer, shall aid in returning 
fugitive slaves to bondage he is a Kipnarrer in the 
sight of God—and, if so, how he can reconcile these 
two positions, and how, by parity of reasoning, he 
can escape the conclusion, that THE SOLDIER IS 
A MURDERER IN THE SIGHT OF GOD? It ap- 
pears to me that we are only making a further prac. 
tical application of a lesson which we have learned 
in the abolition school, and so we!l learned that it is 
like a ‘nail fastened in a sure place.’ 
Lynn, 3 mo. 35. A NON-RESISTANT. 








(> It gives us nncommon pleasure to copy the fol- 
lowing testimonial to the rectitude of non-resistance 
principles, aud of the course pursued by the Liberator, 
from the National Reformer, a monthly periodical, ed-| 
ted by William Whipper, a talented colored brother. 


NEW ENGLAND NON-RESISTANCE SOCIETY. 
We publish in our columns to-day the declaration of 
sentiment and constitution of the New England Non- 
Resistance Socicty, for the special benefit of oar read- 
ers. Itis.a document of rare worth and infinite im- 
portance. It is written with ability and care, and com- 
bines great purity of motive with an exalted standard 
of Chnistian duty. The doctrines it maintains strike a 
blow against the fourdation principles of all existing 
goveramenis ; and iftkey are maintained in the spit 
they were adopted, they are calculated to produce the 
greatest revolution iu the conduct aad character of men 
that the world ever witnessed. The most of the argu- 
ments it maintains, appear to us to be irresistible. 
That part of them that relates to our moral and Chris- 
tian duties with regard to civil government, we frank- 
ly confess, we are nut prepared to adopt. We want 
more light on this subject. The Liberator has always 
been precious in our sight, on account of its bojd and 
manly advocacy of just principles; but since it has 
opened its columns to the discussion of the peace ques- 
tion, it has been more valuable to us than ever. The 
course pursued by Mr. Garrison has ever been such 
as to put his enemies to flight, by practically living 
down the base and wicked calumnies of his enemies. 
If the colcred population of this country were to follow 
his example, by joining the above-named society, every 
argument of the pro-slavery apologists about the ‘slaves 
cutting their masters’ throats,’ would be dashed in 








it any restrictions but such as God himself has im- | 
j wick complains of this act as an encroachment upon 
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professedly christian State—have deliberately assumed 


State has impiously assumed to trample the marriage | 


and women to herd together iu a state of concubinage, | 


The Committee | 
assume, that the Legislature have power to separate | 
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legislators annul the marriage institution, and then | 


add insult to their impiety, by talking about the chas- | 


To such a government--a government assuming | 


ture, have ridiculed and scorned the marriage institu- | 


ers from her soil, has sent an army to take military 
possession of lands in dispute between Great Britain 
and the United States; the Governor of New Bruns- 


the jurisdiction of his sovereign, and says his irstrac- 
tions will oblige him, unless those troops are with- 
drawn, to repel them by force ; and anon we hear from 
Maine an earnest, impatient call for aidin asserting 
her claim to the disputed territory by the sword, and 4 
cry for blood in the last resort echoed through the land 
by a class of politicians and presses that loudly insist 
on war as the only means of settling the long-protract- 
ed dispnte concerning our north-eastern boundary. 
The storm has not yet come; but we hear the mutter- 
ings of the distant thander. The dogs of war are sull 
chained; but they are growling in their kennel, and 
waxing fierce for blood. The cauldron of war-passions 
is even now beginning to seethe; and, unless the 
| friends of peace rally soon to check this burst of pop- 
ular excitement, it may ere long sweep ina gulph- 
stream over the country, and drift us intoa war fraught 
with an amount of guilt and mischief utterly incalcu- 
lable. 

uch a catastrophe itis now in the power of good 
men to prevent. There are in our country about fif- 
teen thousand ministers of the gospel, net less than 
one million and a half professed disciples of the Prince 
of peace, and some fifty religious papers sending their 
influence into almost every neighborhood in the land, 
besides millions of virtuous, philanthropic, reflecting 
| citizens, ready ata proper call to rally on the side of 
peace ; and, if only one half, or even one quarter of al 
these would at once array themselves firmly against 
war in any event of this controversy, our rulers would 
be held back from bloodshed long enough for passion 
to cool, and reason to regain her ascendancy, and de- 
vise better means than bullets and bayonets for the set- 
tlement of such adispute between civilized men. The 
friends of peace among us, without Jeaders or organs, 
j know not their own strength; but, if every religious 
; press, every minister, and every Christian, every 
friend of his country and his species, would without re- 
gard to sect or party, take an open, bold, decided stand 
against a resort toarms in this case, all the war-clouds 
now in our horizon would soon be dissipated. 

We call, then, upon all such persons to bear their 
solemn, unflinching testimony against these war-move- 
ments. The lowest friends of peace must regard them 
as utterly, most glaringly inconsistent with the gospel ; 
and the war-sentiments now echoed and re-echoed 
| through the land, we deem a stigma on our character 
jas a Christian people. Not a few political leaders of 

each party talk on this sbbject more like heathens and 
savages, than like the representatives of a Christian 
community ; and we beseech not only the followers of 
| Christ, but all sober, virtuous persons among us, to 
| frown upon these bloody sentiments as a disgrace not 
|to be borne in silence. What! are we tacitly to ac- 
| qQuiesce in the savage demand, that ‘the whole country 
{be deluged with blood, and every field whitened with 
the bones of our citizens,’ sooner than submit the 
point in dispute to the slow, uncertain result of negoci- 
ation or reference! This the spirit, these the doctrines 
of that gospel which bids us follow peace with all men, 
jand love even our enemies, and turn the other cheek 
to the smiter, and resist not evil, but overcome it with 
| good, and be patient, kind and long-suffering under 
the worst injuries! Christianity allow the wholesale 
' butcheries of war for the scttlement of national bound- 
aries, and conflicting claims of jurisdiction! No; ev- 
ery dollar wasted, would be a species of robbery ; ev- 
ery death, a murder; and every principle of the gospel 
would require us to resist such a war by all lawful 
means, and refuse to aid it by our services, our money, 
| or our influence. 

How suicidal, too, would be the policy of sucha 
;contest! The whole territory in dispute is worth only 
; afew millions of dollars; but we could not even begin 
| the war in earnest without an outlay of some fifty ora 
hundred millions, nor carry it on without an equal ex- 
penditure every year, and an incidental loss to the na- 
; tion of several times as much. It would take one or 
| two thousand millions tou cover the probable waste of 
| property by both parties in a protracted contest about 
| a forest not worth the two hundredth part of such a 
/sum; and when we farther anticipate its sacrifice of 
|human life, the domestic anguish and desolation it 
| would send through the land, its ruin of immortal souls 

by thousands, the floods of vice and crime it would 
| pour over the whole country, and all its baleful influ- 
ences on the cause of religion, on the progress of gen- 
| eral improvement, and upon every enterprise of Chris- 
| tian benevoience or reform, we cannot refrain from re. 
| cording before heaven and earth eur most solemn pro- 
| test against every proposal of war with the land ef our 
| fathers and brethren. 
} Tell us the use of such acontest. Waste millions 
lon millions of treasure; cripple our commerce, our 
manufactures, all our gainful enterprises ; drench the 
}land in blood, and fill it with the wailings of widows 
|and orphan ; roll over ourselves, over England, over 
ithe world,a flood of the direst evils ; would all this 
end the dispute? Every school-boy knows that we 
must, after all, cease to fight, and resort to negociation 
jor reference as the only means of terminating any 
| quarrel between civilized nations. To such expedients 
we must come, sooner or later ; and the only question 
lis, whether we shall do so before or after fighting! 
| Must scores or hundreds of thousands ctf the people die 
a tiger’s death on the field of batule, just to make rulers 
} willing now to use what they know perfectly well to 
| be the only means that can ever settle the dispute ? 

Every plea for war in this case we are constrained 
to discard as altogether insufficient. Do you say we 
are clearly in the right? We neither deny nor doubt 
the justness of our claims; nor would we have them 
surrendered ; but we protest against this barbarous 
method of asserting them. Do you reply that we have 
no other means left? If it were so, would the gospel 
permit all the atrocities of war for the vindication of 
our right to rule over a forest? But the plea ts false, 
for England has never declined negociation or refer- 
ence; and, if she had, we might employ better means 
than the sword fur bringing her to terms. But do you 
fear dishonor from forbearance? Such forbearance 
the gospel requires ; and obedience to God can never 
disgrace individuals or nations. Be it that England ts 
wrong; will our own conscience, or the common sense 
of the world, reproach us for ker wrong doings? The 
wickedness of our neighbor cannot tarnish our charac- 
ter; but if it did, we could not mend the matter by 
imbruing eur hands in his blood, or setting ourselves 
up as targets for his wrath. Calm reliance on the 
justness of our cause; patient endurance of injuries 
repeated for years; frank, earnest, confiding appeals 
to British justice and magnanimity ; a willingness to 
surrender even unquestionable rights rather than 
maintain them by deluging two nations ia blood ;— 
would such a course, the only one allowed by the gos- 
pel, dishonor a christian people? Does our religion 
permit us to avenge insults by bloodshed, as the only 
preservative from disgrace? Against such sentiments 
we solemnly protest, and think it high time that this 
strange delusion, the relic of a pagan and barbarous 
age, were utterly discarded by every community call- 
ing itself christian. 

The present crisis devolves on every one of us an 
awful responsibility; and fain would we call aloud 
upon every religious editor, upon every minister of 
Christ, upon every church, upon every cbristian and 
every philanthropist, high and low, male and female, 
to use their utmost influence against a war with Eng. 
land, as repugnant to every principle of the gospel, 
and sure to oceasion evils which no arithmetic can cal- 
culate, no human sagacity foresee. Write against it, 
preach against it, pray against it, talk against it, array 
against it all the good influences in the land; rally at 
onoe from every quarter to the rescue of two nations 
from its threatened evils; and, if it should after all 
come, then, only then, will your hands be clean of its 





| bloed. 


The case demands an immediate antidote. What 
we do, must be done quickly ; and especially would 
we urge every minister in the sanctuary, and every 
christian in his family and his closet, to bear this sub- 
ject befure the mercy seat of Him who ruleth among 
the nations, and hath the hearts of all entirely in his 
hands. The representative of a whole denomination 
cajnot meet to recommend in season a general concert 
of fasting and prayer; but we would suggest to every 
local church, the expediency cf setting apart a day for 
this purpose as soon as possible; and may the God of 
peace, the Almighty Ruler of heaven and earth, lend a 
gracious ear to the supplications of his people, and 
canse peace and prosperity still to continue in all our 
borders! ; 

In behalf of the American Peace Society, by order 
of the Executive Committee, 

npn Cc. BECKWITH, 
orresponding Secretary. 

Bostox, March 7, 1839. . 

P. S. [>> All papers frieudly to peace are earnestly 
requested to insert the above communication as soon 
as possible. 

0G We very cheerfully and promptly comply with 
the request contained in the above postscript. The 
‘ Appeal’ is drawn up with ability, and expressed in 
eloquent and impressive language—and, what is wor- 
thy of special notice, embodies the very doctrines and 





pieces, and hurled to the four winds of heaven. 


sentiments of the Non-Resistance Society ! 























MISCELLANEOU 

CHEERING INTELLIGENCE FROM THE 
WEST-INDIES. 
New-Yorx, March 4, 1839. 

To the Editors of the Journal of Commerce. 
Geutlemen—The following are extracts from a com- 
munication just received from an English gentleman | 
of great personal respectability, 
of observation in the West Indies. It is dated | 

Brivgetown, Barbadoes, 11th Dec. 1838. 

1. The colony is in a state of most perfect tran- | 
quillity. Magistrates and missionaries, planters and | 
private individuals, residing in town and in the coun- 
try, concur in giving praise to the emancipated labor- 
ers, for the peaceable and quiet manner, in which the 
transition from slavery to freedom took place. | 

2. The cultivation of the country was never in a| 
finer state than at present, and an abundant crop is ex- | 
pected. The laborers, with fow exceptions, are all at | 
work. } 

3. There has been a striking diminution of crime | 
amongst the people since their emancipation.— } 
They are admitted to be a law-fearing people ; they | 
have great respect for it—and all the magistrates | 
whom we have met, unite in according to them that 
praise. 

4. The emancipated classes view their present con. 
dition with delight—- Massa, freedom too sweet ’—* too 
much better’—‘ too good ‘tory.’ 

5. Astonishing improvement has been effected in 
the jail, in the accommodation of the prisoners ; and 
a decided change for the better, in the prison discipline. | 
That horrible instrument of torture, the Treadmill, is 
wholly abandoned. The building in which Dr. Lloyd 
and I witnessed such barbarities ip 1536, is shut up, 
&e. ke. 

The women have now a totally separate part of the | 
prison appropriated to them, and are under the care of} 
amatron. They are no longer worked in the penal | 
gang with the men. Separate bathing 
provided for them. 

6. 
since the emancipation, that is, since the first of Au- 
gust last. Take the following examples :— 





Ss. | 
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His slaves did not respect him. When freed, he de- 
sired his manager to hire them, offering wages. They 
refused to hire without secing himself. He would not 
see them. They waited a few days for him; then al- 
most all left the estate. He was assured that their 
wants would svon compel thet to return: but after 
waiting in vain about six weeks for them to do so, he 
found it best to rent his estates toa Mr Ashby, apon 
the following terms, viz: 
For the Ist year, £ currency 10,000 
“« 24 4 6 10,500 > the whole term 
“ remaining 8 years, 11,000 of the lease. 
About three weeks after Mr. Ashby had gotten them, 
he rented them out to Mr. Rowland Taylor, who, be- 
sides taking upon himself, with full securities, Ashby’s 
bargain, gave Ashby by way of premium, £ currency, 
1000 per annum; of which he paid down £2000 for 
ihe first two years in advance, and gave securities for 
the payment of the remaining £5000 year by year as 
the money should become due. 

Mr. Samuel Inniss, a merchant of this town, (Bridge- 
ton, Barb.} was so much terrified at the slayvcholders’ 
bugbears of liberty, that he was on the point of giving 
up business and making his escape. 
ehant, Mr. Bourne, with difficulty dissuaded him. 
His business has since very considerably increased, 
and five weeks ago he joined his brother in purchas- 
ing Welsh town estate for 36,000 currency. They 
sold it soon afterwards for £12.000,and Mr. St. John 
who purchased it from them, has since been offered 
£3000 adyance upon his bargain. 
numerous. The prices now given and offered, are in- 
deed extravagant. They do not denote the sanity of 
the people, but they emphatically attest the confidence 
which is felt in the superior advantages of Liberty 
over Slavery. 


Ten years being 





COLORED RULERS. 

In Venezuela the highest offices of the state are open 
to the nan of color, Paez, the late president, being one 
of this class. In this country, therefore, the negro is 
not an object of prejudice ; and, if free, immediately 
takes his stand as high up in the scale of society as his 
capacity and intelligence may entitle him. As he has 
greater bodily strength, so, also he appeared to me, to 
be possessed with greater native vigour of mind than 
the Indian. Itis from seeing the effects that have been 
produced by a few years of freedom, in a country where 
he feels himself to be placed on an equal footing with 
those around him, that I think thus highly of the ne- 
gro’s capacity. Of course, the effects that have been 
produced by ages of neglect are not to be remedied by 
one age of culture. ‘ 

Just as the muscles of the arm become enlarged by 
the use of the arm, so does the size of the brain become 
enlarged by the use of the brain; and just as it would 
be unreasonable to expect muscular limbs in a race of 
men who had little occasion for the use of either legs 
or arms ; So, also, it is equally unreasonable to expect 
a large developement of brain in men who, for gener- 
ations, have had little occasion to exercise their 
thoughts. He, therefore, who measures facial angles 
on which to found an argument against capability of 
improvement in different races, might, with as much 
reason, go and measure the leg of the Arab to prove, 
that he never could be made strong upon the feet 
Take the horse from the one, and make him walk; 
give mental excitement to the other, and make him 
think ; and both deficiencies will be remedied. In ei- 
ther case, one generation may not be sufficient (nor is 
it to be expected that it should be) to remove what 
perhaps twenty generations have been expended in ef- 
fecting. Nor do I wish it to be understood, that the 
change is to be effeeted in this way is unlimited ; it is 
with man as with other species, his improvement or his 
deterioration can only be within certain limits fixed by 
the Being who called him into existence.— Hawkshaw’ s 
Reminiscences of South America. 


Sincviar Contest—Battie wit an Eacrie. Tues 
day last was a very disagreeeble day. The wind blew 
a hurricane, the driving snow filled the air, and the 
weather was intensely cold. A young man saw an 
eagle alight near the barn in which he was at work, 
at the corner of Pine and South Division streets, ap- 
parently fatigued, and seeking shelter from the storm. 
He threw a little stick at the royal bird, and as that 
did not startle him, conceived the bold idea of taking 
him alive. With no other arms than those with which 
nature had provided him, he advanced toward the 
eagle, which immediately attacked him, striking at 
him with its beak, wings and talons. The young man 
defended himself with his fists, and the battle lasted 
for ten or fifteen minutes, when the eagle fle off a 
short distance and alighted. Again the youth advane- 
ed, and again the eagle attacked him, with the same 
result as before, and this was repeated a number of 
times. The contest lasted three hours and a half, and 
the eagle was finally secured without injury and 
brought to the city. It was a bald eagle of large size, 
measuring nine feet from the tip of one wing to that 
of the other. The young man was wounded in sev- 
eral places by the claws of the eagle, and received } 
many severe blows from its beak and wings. A num- 
ber of times during the contest, the eagle rose in the 
air to a considerable height, and then made a rapid 
descent at his face; and he says he several times 
thought the eagle would ‘get the better of him.’ 
When he succeeded in capturing him, they were 
nearly a mile and a half from the place where the cun- 
test commenced, and he was nearly exhausted from 
protracted exertion. He says he would not again 
willingly risk a similar battle. —Buffa/onian. 





Tue tate Storm. The following is an estimate of 
the damages done during the late hurricane within 
the Dublin police district :— 

Amount of damage done. 
Number of persons killed, 


who is now on a tour | ° 


. } 
The value of land has continued to increase 


Mr. E. L. Hinds is the proprietor of four estates. | 


A black mer: | 


Similar cases are | 


of Stoneham, Mass. 
From the Herald of Freedom. 
THE LIBERATOR AND MR. GARRISON, 

My. Editor :—The groans of the poor bleeding slave 
comes rushing upun the ear in most rapid succession, 
filling all that have hearts to feel for him, with the 
keenest sorrow. A few only, can hear them at all; 
and fewer sill there are, whocan sympathize with him 
in his woful condition. His cnemies are numerous, 
ani, humanly speaking, strong-handed. This being 
the case, there is one thing which is immensely impor- 
tant cn the part of his friends. That one thing is, 
union. Without union among those who espouse the 
cause of the slave, it is in vain for us to predict his de- 
liverance from his dark dungeon of wretchedness, until 
the arm of an avenging God shal] execute justice upon 
our bloody nation. If we are a distracted, disjointed 
body ; without any great gravitation principle to ce- 
ment and guide us, we ourselves shall meet with dis- 
grace, and the poor object of our sympathies will sull 
remain under the cruel hee! of oppression, groaning 
and bleeding, and dying. But there ts one real cause 
for division both of feeling and action in our ranks, 
which, if not removed, will forever disunite and enfee- 
le us, and render our efforts abortive. The cause to 
which I allude, is monatry—the worship of another 
being than Jehovah! To me it looks somewhat 
strange, that when the condition of the slave is enough 
to excite the energies of the whole world--when the 
cause of the oppressed does imperiously demand the 
utmost exertions of every christian and every philan- 
thropist; the professed friends of God and justice 
should leave their high and holy work, to bow down 


‘and adore—a man! 


Sir, I did not like your leading editorial article of 
the 26th of January: I should not, however, object to 
it in this form, were it not for reasons of the most im- 
portant nature. I believe, and have long been of the 
same opinion, that the fact that William Lloyd Garri- 
son vecupies a higher place in the estimation of many 


places are also | prominent abolitionists than any human being ought 


to occupy, exerts a most pernicious influence upon the 
leause of the slave. From this cause, the interests of 


ithe slave are suffering most sadiy. I have no disposi- 
} - 


{tion to undervalue Mr. Garrison as an abolitionist. 


Much less do | desire to revile him. But it cannot be 
right—it cannot be beneficial to our cause, to make him 
the All in All of the affections of the anti-slavery host, 
because he happened to be successful in selecting an 
object against which to direct his energies—because 
}he happened to be the pioneer in the anti-slavery en- 
{terprise. I would say to him, in the language of the 
{noble Indian, ‘You are a man, and I am another!’ I 
would give him the same liberty that I would take for 
wyself. I would have him stand upon a level with other 
men. And as all who occupy a station so public as he 
does, must expect to be criticised, itcannot be a crime 
to mention his faults. While I believe him to bea 
itrne friend of the slave at heart—while I would com- 
|mend him for his plain language—while I heartily ap- 
| prove of bis cutting rebukes of the southern slavehold- 
ferandcf his northern apologist—while I with him, 
|hate the colonization scheme as bad as I do poison ; 
)—yet I believe him to be a gricrous injury to our cause 
lat the present time. You may be assured, sir, that 
| there are abolitionists, many of them as sound as Mr. 
| Garrison ever was—abolhitionists who have a fecling 
| for the slave that is well established in moral princi- 
ple; and who agree with me in the sentiments I now 
They are indeed kept away from our cause 
| —they are kept from acting with us by a fear of bring- 
ing upon the world a greater evil than American Sla- 
jvery. They think, and they think rightly, that they 
cannot join the anti-slavery ranks, without becoming 
jidentified with Mr. Garrison’s principles and efforts 
that do not touch the subject of slavery. They would 
} go heart and hand with him in his endeavors to abol- 
ish American slavery ; but they wish to stand as far 
as possible from him when he would overthrow all 
| government, even that of Jehorah ; and especially when 
he would make himnsclf the Universal Lord, and make 
all men slaves to him, Mr. Garrison had every advan- 
tage—he occupied a position at the beginning of the 
anti-slavery conflict, that might have been so occupied 
as to have let the slaves ‘all loose’ by about this time. 
But he was either so e/ated With his elevation as to 
think that he was ‘monarch of all he surveyed,’ and 
therefore could successfully combat the armies of 
heaven and earth ; or was so enraged becanse he could 
not connect to his faith all the ministers and churches 
in the world in a moment, as to be induced to turn 
his weapons against their religion. This was the 
death-blow to his reputation and to his cause. The 
Liberator should have been kept sacred, It should 
have kept close to the anti-slavery cause. But it did 
in effect forsake it. It aimed its deadly shafts at the 
holy Sabbath and other institutions of the Bible, and 
that moment the tide began to turn against the slave, 
so far as Mr. Garrison was concerned. He is now, so 
far as his influence goes, against the slare. He is 

known to hold and to practice upon principles, which 

fare believed by the great body of christians in the 

| world, to be destructive of all order, and all religion ; 

{and which tend to make the world one universal slave- 

{mart. His paper speaks foritself. A christian cannot 

| safely let his children readit. Can christians, then, be 

lidentified with him? Can they call him their leader 

before the world? The word leader may be repudiated 

with all possible elogueace—it may be thrust out of 

{the anti-slavery vocabulary as much as we please. 

But still it is irreversibly true, that a man cannot be- 

long to an anti-slavery society without being consider- 

jed a follower of Garrison, unless he makes known his 

| mind to the contrary. I do not fear that you will 

jdoubt the genuineness of my abolitionism. But the 

| arrogance of Mr. Garrison would fead him to pronounce 

ne as the vilest of hypocrites for uttering these senti- 

ments, if he should happen to meet withthem. He 

did so in the case of Fitch, Towne, &c. who published 

the ‘ Appeal,’ and thereby frightened into submission 

to his nod, a thousand who were in heart against him. 

But Charles Fitch is as good an abolitionist as is Mr. 

G. And for one, I will neither acknowledge myself 
to be governed by Mr. Garrison, nor that he made me 

an abolitionist. In the face of the world, I proclaim 

myself a free man. I will wear no collar, slavery 

or anti-slavery. Wm. Lloyd Garrison is not my 

master. And yet I am an abolitionist. I shall 

be one,if he is not one. I will, whether he does 

or does not, pray to the latest breath of my life, that 

slavery may come to an end, and that immediately. I 

will with all sincerity pray that the colonization soci- 
ety may be speedily consigned to its merited infamy. 

I will pray that the ministers of the gospel, who now 

shamefully neglect their duty on this point, may en- 
gage in the conflict with the common enemy—that our 

own religious paper (Panoply) which has hitherto con- 

tained Jittle else upon this subject than cruel, and 

shallow, and ungodly sneers, may become faithful in 

the advocacy of our worthy cause. I will pray that 

all those who, under pretence of preventing mobs, have 

been the real authors of mobs, may see their error and 

repent of their sin; and that, in short, our land may 

be purged from the most frightful and damning curse 

that ever scourged the world, immediately; and will 

endeavor to have my prayers and iny actions agree. 

Upon anti-slavery, and that alone, can we be united. 

If, in order to be a good abolitionist, a man must wor- 

ship Mr. Garrison, regarding his fame as more impor- 

tant than the wrongs of the slave-—if we must give 

countenance to the Liberator, Wich WOULD LIBERATE 

MEN FROM THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE, there will be 

few good abolitionists. For refusing to do this, many 

are more willing to endure the abuse of Mr. Garrison, 

than the accusations of an offended conscience. At 

any rate, you may be sure that abolitionism is not 

dead. It will recover from the shock given it by the 

course of the Liberator. With renewed energy it shall 

rise up,a body strong, because united; courageous 

and victorious, because of Almighty guidance and 

protection. de LR. 
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From the Herald of Freedom. 
Friend Rogers, —I like the independent spirit mani- 
fested by your correspondent ‘J. L. B.’ in your paper 
of Feb. 9, and I hope his article will be attentively 
read, and duly considered, by all the patrons of the 








ts of persons injured, 


oo of houses blown down, 38 £3,252] 
‘© of houses partly blown down, 119 3,949) 
" of houses completely unroofed, 243 4,752) 
“ of houses partially unroofed, 4,846 27,190} 

6s of chimnies blown down, 1,527 4,52 
“ of windows blown in, 1,143 1,198} 
“« of panes of glass broken, 30,358 = 3,247 
“ of valuable trees blown down, 2,531 4,659 
a of walls blown down, 140 590 

Miscellaneous damages not included 

above, 10.687 
Total, £64,045 


The population of the district nay be calculated at 
250,000, and the number of houses at 23,000, which 
will give an average loss of five shillings to every in-} 
habitant; and the mean proportion of damage done 
to buildings may be estimated at a very low calcula- 
tion, as amounting to 3/. to every house. 


INGENIOUS RFEPROOF. 

John Wesley having to travel some distance ina 
stage coach, fell in with a pleasant tempered, cheerful, 
well informed officer. His conversation was sprightly 
and entertaining, but frequently mingled with oaths. 
When they were about to take the next stage, Mr. 
Wesley took the officer apart, and after expressing the 
pleasure he had enjoyed in his company, told him he 
was thereby encouraged to ask of him a very great fa- 
vor. I would take a pleasure in obliging you, said the 
officer, and I am sure you will not make an unreason- 
able request, Then, says Mr. Wesley, as we have to 
travel together for some time, I beg, that if I should so 
far forget myself as to swear in your company, you 


will kindly reprove me. 

The officer immediately saw the motive, and felt the 
force of the request, and smiling, said none but Mr. 
Wesley could have conveyed a reproof in such man- 
ner. 











Herald. J am an abolitionist ‘of the straightest sect.’ 
I go all lengths with the friends of the slave in their 
anti-slavery. But J abhor that man-worship alluded 
to by your correspondent ; and wish to lend what lit- 
tle influence I have to effect its immediate abolition. 
I have no idea of adoring Mr. Garrison, nor of spread- 
ing a silken covering over his errors, merely because 
he started the anti-slavery enterprise. I greatly fear 
that GARRISON IS BECOMING ONE OF THE GREATEST SLAVE- 
HOLDERS IN THIS SLAVEHOLDING REPUBLIC. I speak, of 
course, of the slavery of the min, and not of the body. 
I greatly fear that he is holding more minds in bon- 
dage than the southern planter. Why, what are we 
to think of such minds as lead men to declare, as the 
late meeting in Boston did, whose ‘resolutions’ you 
gave us in the Herald of Feb. 9, that ‘The Liberator 
(Mr. Garrison’s paper) must be sustained.’ That is to 
say, it must be sustained, right or wrong,—because it 
‘ was the first paper devoted to the cause of immediate 
emancipation in the United States,’ &c. It must be 
sustained, though it goes, not only for the abolition 
of slavery, bat for the abolition of all the institutions 
of our holy religion; and all human governments, 
and all distinction between the sexes as to their 
sphere of action; of all pbysical resistance on the 
part of either sex, even from the basest assaults of the 
plunderers of human virtne. It must be sustained, 
must it, though its editor is the ‘fearless’ advocate of 
all these abominations? Why, yes,—‘so far from re- 
garding the peculiar views of the editor (of the Liber- 
ator) on other topics (topics which do not relate to 
slavery) as a fault,’ the meeting above alluded to de- 
clare that THey ‘value’ the paper on this account. 
Was there ever a more servile and blind devotion 
to a mere man than is here manifest? And will you, 
as you sit in your editorial chair, as the organ of our 
State Anti-Slavery Society, gravely tell us that ‘we 
can’t help it,’ that ‘we can’t help following such a 
leader?’ I say, friend Rogers, there is no abolition- 
ism in all this, it is stark slavery. 
A TRUE BLUE ABOLITIONIST. 
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A . ~ Of the He 
tices of the Senate, indulges in a 
dinary paragraph:— ~ —— Mllonin, 
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Mecancnony Disastra The F 
Desiree left Brest, on the allied ee: 
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Deatn or Enwaxp Wea. The Xe . 
gence has the following article relatins 4 Wier 
the Door Keeper of the Senate:  ° 0 ie ep g 

‘ Died yesterday morning, about 9 
minutes after he had reached the Senate St ay 





which he was door keeper, Mr Edward 


about 62 years. He was in good} 





up to the moment when, while speakine sine 
attendants of the Senate, he fel), and ‘whet 
pired without a word or a groan, Mr v : 
tive of Boston, (Mass.) He spent the en meth 
his manhood in the Navy, which wih rane 
subsequent travel, made him know sbwmrcal 
the world, and wherever known his rs 


gentlemanty bearing made him friends 
The Senate yesterday, as a mark of 

} their deceased officer, passed a res toh. 7 

jat half past three o'clock this afternoy 

| faneral.’ “O00, 10 attend iy 











| Most Artrociovs!—The following paragres 
: OWINg paragran 
pears in the Baltimore Sun ofthe $4) | 


Free NeGroes.—Merry Ewall, a free seo 6 
Virginia, was committed to jail, at Syop ijn. 
last week, for remaining in the State | . 
allowed by the law of 1831. The Sas 0} 
amounts to $225, Capril Purnell, a ins i 
ware, is now in jailin the same place BE 
of the same act. His fine amounts to §4.0H 
will be sold in a snort time. 


DRE thas 





This is as bad as kidnapping native Africans 
horrible wickedness. The crime for which i 
citizens are doomed to Slavery is, for remainiggy 
Maryland a definite period—to the harm of wins 
and with good intentions! Will not the Lei 
avenged on such a nation as this? 





Lynxcutne a Lunatic.—A disgraceful outragecss 
in death occurred near Peoria, Illinois. Aa » 
man named Scott, was dragged by a mob of 
out of his wagon, accused of theft, and so heey 
beaten that he died shortly after 


The citizens of Providence, by a vote of 4%: 
have voted against the granting of licenses * 
sale of wines and spiritaous liquors in quanti 
than a gallon. This is to be the rule for the ki 
authorities in Providence for one year. 








Casket Founp at Sea.—A fisherman lavir! 
on the rock of St. Malo, a closed casket envedge 
| linen. 
ing, in the form of a will, signed ‘ Pere Alens he 
missionary among the infidels, 1775.’ In this wt 
Pere Alexis recommends the countries, which 
not vet been visited by the Lord, to Lous J 
prayer was made just before the ship Sait 
Sainte Marine, perlshed. This casket has thos’ 
tossed about the ocean for 63 years. 
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The six negroes who participated in th 
the two white chicken thieves, were executed ttt) 
ish of St. James on the 11th inst.—New Oriaw 








THE MASSACHUSETTS ABOLITION 
TS aweekly Anti-Slavery paper, devoted esclustt) 
I discussion of Slavery, and its abelition, publistee# 
city of Boston, by Grore Russert, foran 4 
Abolitionists, and afforded to subscribers lor ) 
payable in all cases in advance. Office of the pdt ast. 
Washington-St. ‘The ‘ Abolitionist’ will be we 
on a medium sheet, will advocate both moruaer” 
action, and will be edited under the direction 1)" 

tee, till May, when it is expected that Exazon Wai 
I Sn. Esq., now one of the Secretaries of the Amen ae 
| Slavery Society, will become its Editor. 
Bostros, February 12, 1809 


CHARLES WISE’S 7 
FREE LABOR DRY GOODS STORE, ; 
No. 50 North Fifth st. one door above Art * 
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adelphia. fos eae 
Orders from a distance punctualiy ave 
Sept. 28. ee 
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FREE LABOR SHOES. —" 

THE SUBSCRIBER manufactures 4° 
AND Suoes, of superior quality, and ¥ 

on reasonable terms. er 

OO He intends entirely to avoie HA 

als produced by the unrequited labor or 


vu 





eyonit (2 


B: 





Lynn, Mass., 11 mo. 9, 189° / 
; ui SS sia 





TO LET—3 Rooms in a brick , a 
Fruit street, No. 12. There are ¢ pel OR 
conveniences for rain-water. | a “panbaD ifs 
on the premises. JAMES B. 2: 
Boston, Jan. 25, | 
PARTICULAR NOTICE 
JUST RECEIVED, at the Bustos te, 
Court street, sign of the Houg M oriicl as, 
of free fabour Sugar, a beautiful . ‘vert Oe 
Sugar and Molasses, togevier 81" : 
lection of goods, usually kept 4 
Store. ansnaedl 
N.B. Gentlemen or Ladies iro » iculet sit 
ting the city, will find it forte fm iil bes 
tocall at the above store, as — ie ot seit 
lowest cash prices, either at whoest = 
ders from the country will rev 
Boston, Jan. 25,1539. 
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U ON ABOLITION 
he ne 
UST published, and for sale at = einen: 
J of the United States, by Harriet 2" 
Notices of the prominent Abolition ites i 
Garrison, Miss Grimke, May. se ice 95 cell. 
Chapman, Levejoy, Adams, &. “ 





vie 
WENTY-FIVE new pattern | 
with and without ornaments, ‘ 
retail, at JORDAN'S Comb Store, - 
doors from Washington street. 





“TORIA COMBS. at 
shell Viel ot 


sale uF 





— if? 
WiLL FIN? : 


ADIES IN THE COT NT RY Combs ft * 
their advantage to send their on Mii § te 
or exchange, to JORDAN'S, eg hh will S08 
from Washington strect, where Po and te” 
thousand patterns from which to che fo 
prices. abner a 
M ALCOM’S gee A 
OULD, KENDALL & 1 pyre ake 
F will publish about the Rien sism 3 
els in Burmah, Hindostan, * alaya, 
vol. 8 vo. and 2 vols. 12 get 
South-eastern Asia—tve steel p 
100 wood cuts. 
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r ports alt 
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indi aS 

MASSACI ; 

OPAINING the TARIFF 0 . 

go gta City Officers of Rosters 
The State Legislature, Judges." 
Sheriffs and their Deputies: ¢paritable aed 
; jcians, Oh : 
a Seka oed Insurance © renee 

“hes States Congress. ATM. ton * 
cory, Unites LORING, 132 W ashing \ re 
for oule Goodwin's Town Officer, ' 


Feb. 3 m = 

Jeman and bis ig! 
BOARDERS.—A gent bea Th Se 
eral gentlemen: can be accom orn res 


ot. 
Derne oar eninutes walk {108 
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It contained a rosary, a scapulary, sui see 
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fo the exp 
All letters ¢ 
b ApyERTISEM 
J threo times f 
qe rates. 
g-—-The 
o¢ the direc’ 
spsisting of t 
50%, EpmusD 
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onal councils, ' 
to settle and 
ion are anticip 
and destructio 
hand is seet 

ing storm? 

‘ Me reatening: 
¥ to protect hi 
posed to the sl 
ost daring, at 
standin the fr 
, still left to gu 
e need not go t 


triumph over 
e, onthe 7th 
and uopara 
thronged, an 
the vet 
y were entertal) 
inced by the lu 
h for cogency 
id to have beet 
impressions Wi 
or and patriot | 
battle was won 
uted victory, an 
united and ab 
complimented 
ns, and expres: 
splendid effort, 
t was the influe 
y, that after it \ 
occupied by ™ 
champion of t 
ed by the Senat 
diately adjourne 
as usual by se’ 
ow will those 1 
vored to prov: 
charging him v 
? What new de 
Mr. Calhoun de 
ited—was not th 
y's unanswerab] 
Mr. Calhoun’s 
m? Is nought t 
e fact is, the Sou’ 
ndidate of the Sor 
nius, and unwa' 
e, his prudence, 
nowledged here 
buies worthy of t 
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MR. ADA! 
lear, O ye Abo! 
Philaathropists 


by the last C 
nson of old mad 
insupportable | 
ponent in princip 
practice, should | 
recollect that sc 
called at our doc 
to sundry petits 
n gave that Iad 
ms was not a fr 
for the abolitio 
umbia. We we 
hat time, but th 
ich he has boldly 
we then express 
those, ‘the zeal. 
presume Hingh 
famous grove pa 
xtsummer. Or) 
mpted, we doub 
the order of the ¢ 
uded to was a gr 
at Mr. Adams ha 
NS reminiscence, 
But why should ) 
Nat ia the Dis 
4 steaks ls 
fit, and perhaps u 
sent of the ithat 
ood that. the ms 
ed in the Distr 
the abolition of 
the value of re 

y affeet the pars 
it we leave our ve 
ine <3 ag op 
te him by | 

they have hither 
MR. | 

We place on ou: 
¢ and excellent s 
ited States Senai 
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He Speech, but vy 


SOUT 

By last mail we r 
m1 

the Rev. Jeon! 





